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Dear Alumni and Friends,
When I was in college, one of my favorite 
professors, Dr. Virginia Pratt, gave me a bit of 
advice that has helped guide me ever since. 
I started college as a meteorology major 
because I had always been fascinated by the 
complexity of the weather. However, high-
level math never came easily, and it was my 
lackluster performance in physics and calculus 
that led me to Professor Pratt’s office that day. 
Her advice was exquisitely simple: Find a 
subject that I loved and one that I had some 
talent for. I subsequently changed my major, 
doubling in psychology and history. This led 
me to graduate school in psychology and then 
to law school and a career in legal academia. 
In time, I found a way to combine my love of 
science with my talent for analytical reasoning 
by focusing my scholarship on the intersection of science and law.
This edition of UC Hastings illustrates the wisdom of Professor Pratt’s simple 
advice. The alumni, students, staff, and faculty featured in these pages have 
found ways to combine their passions with their talents to excel in highly 
competitive careers. Their stories are shining examples of the heights that are 
possible when passion meets talent.
Professor Pratt was, for me, the embodiment of teaching at its best. Her 
dedication to every student as an individual, each with his or her own path to 
define, set her apart from other great classroom instructors. Education, at its 
finest, not only inspires us to identify a direction in which to venture forth, but 
it well prepares us for the twists and turns that are inevitable once we do. 
I take great pride in the contributions, large and small, that UC Hastings 
makes in helping students find their paths both in law and in life.
Sincerely,
David Faigman 
Acting Chancellor & Dean
{ from the dean }
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{ for the record }
The UC Hastings Trial Team was crowned national champions of the ABA 
Section of Labor and Employment Law’s 12th Annual Law Student Trial Advocacy 
Competition. The championship competition took place January 23 and 24 in New 
Orleans. “This is the kind of teamwork and learning that make law school such an 
exciting place,” said Provost & Academic Dean Elizabeth L. Hillman. 
> Read more online: http://bit.ly/uch-trial-champs
The winning trial team, 
from left: 3L Chelsea 
Heaney; 3L Mira 
Karageorge; Geoffrey 
Hansen, professor, 
head coach and chief 
assistant Federal 
Public Defender for the 
Northern District of 
California; 3L Hannah 
Worek; 3L Justin Page.
NATIoNAl CHAmpIoNS
@UCHASTINGS, Feb. 18, 2016
BLSA Co-President Gabrielle M. Parris and historian Jade Smith-
WillIams (both 2Ls) catch up with Kamala Harris ‘89 at a Black 
History Month program in the LBM last night, Pathways to Justice: 
African-American Attorneys in Government and on the Bench.
@UCHASTINGS, Nov. 11, 2015
#TBT 2L Kevin Calkins, Ad Dhuluiya, 
Salah Al Din Province, Iraq, 2005.
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social media buzz
UC HASTINGS keepS STUdeNTS, SUpporTerS, AlUmNI, ANd FrIeNdS 
Up To dATe wITH THe Help oF SoCIAl medIA. be SUre To Follow 
US oNlINe oN      . IN THe meANTIme, CHeCk oUT Some oF 
oUr FAvorITe reCeNT poSTS.
@UCHASTINGS, JAN. 27, 2016 
Congratulations to Vien “The Power 
Shifter” Truong ‘06, named one of Grist.
org’s “50 People You’ll Be Talking About 
in 2016” for her work advocating for 
clean energy, green jobs, and income 
equality with Green For All. “There’s a 
national conversation now around how 
do we not only clean up, but also make 
sure we’re bridging inequality in low- 
income communities,” said Truong.
@UCHastings, DeC. 24, 2015
Professors Robin Feldman 
& Alice Armitage on radical 
change, the Startup Legal 
Garage, and more, in a feature 
for the Harvard Business 
Review.
@UCHastingslaw, Jan. 28, 2016
A good time was had by all at last 
week’s #H3 [UC Hastings Happy Hour] 
brought to you by @uchastingslife, 
enrollment management, and the 
Chancellor & Dean’s office.
@UCHastingslaw, DeC. 25, 2015
Kristin Williams and Andy 
Levad take part in Knowledge, 
Resources, And New 
Developments for Youth 
(KRANDY).
@UCHastings, OCt. 22, 2015 
3L Brianna Howard at 
#SCOTUS proudly representing 
#UCHastings #MootCourt! 
See “WECHSLER FIRST 
AMENDMENT MOOT COURT 
TEAM TAKES DC BY STORM!” 
by Toni Young at facebook.
com/uchastings for more 
details.
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{ trending }
@UCHastings, DeC. 10, 2015 
3L Isabel da Roza [second from 
right] and Snodgrass Champion 
& 3L Ashish Sudhakaran [sec-
ond from left] “wow” judges, 
sweep through awards, at 
27th Annual National Criminal 
Procedure Tournament.
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he said. “I needed something I believed in.” 
After serving as general counsel, then vice 
president, and later executive vice president, 
Moore took the helm of POST in 2011. 
Mike Williams, the real property manager for 
Midpen, remembers meeting Moore 20 years 
ago when they were both new to the field of 
conservation. Moore’s keenness and tenacity 
struck Williams. They continued to collabo-
rate for 15 years on property purchases, grant 
applications, and other projects—all while 
forging a deep and lasting friendship.
“Walter challenges himself, his staff, and 
partners that work with him,” Williams said. 
“Simply put, he leads by example.”
At a time when California’s historic drought 
and the debate around water usage tend to 
pit conservationists against farmers, Moore 
has once again demonstrated his progres-
sive sense of leadership through a farmland 
initiative that aims to triple the amount of agri-
cultural land that is permanently protected on 
the San Francisco Peninsula. “We have worked 
with local farmers closely for years now. They 
are remarkable stewards. Now that we have 
fewer resources to take care of the land, it’s 
important that we work with the farmers,” 
Moore said.  
Moore credits his resourcefulness and ability 
to spot important issues for his successful 
career in conservation—skills he honed at 
UC Hastings. His experience as a research 
editor for two years on The Back Forty, a land 
conservation publication edited by Professor 
William Hutton, was instrumental to his career 
trajectory. “To have someone with the stature 
of Bill Hutton as an instructor was an incredi-
ble experience,” Moore added. 
The two have kept in touch over the years, 
and Hutton even organized a field trip for 
{ environmental trailblazerAs the president of POST, Walter Moore ’92 has helped protect 75,000 acres in Silicon Valley
As a child growing up in Atlanta, Walter Moore ’92 delighted in the beauty and 
freedom of nature, running through the fields 
and forests, as little boys do. “I was raised to 
know the importance of parks and open space 
for a healthy and full life,” Moore said. 
Four decades later, Moore’s passion has 
turned into a career. As president of the 
nonprofit Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST), 
he helps safeguard vulnerable land along 
the bay that might otherwise be slated for 
development.
POST purchases such land through private 
donations and support from federal and state 
agencies. Throughout his tenure, Moore has 
been instrumental in protecting more than 
75,000 acres in San Mateo, Santa Clara, and 
Santa Cruz counties. 
He also recently headed the Heart of the 
Redwoods Campaign, which raised $50 million 
and has protected 10,000 acres of redwood 
forest to date. POST will continue to work to 
protect another 10,000 acres in accordance 
with the campaign goals. In addition, his 
organization helped to pass open space ballot 
measures for the Midpeninsula Regional Open 
Space District (Midpen) and the Santa Clara 
Valley Open Space Authority. The measures 
funded both organizations so they can con-
tinue to preserve open space while preparing 
and maintaining it for recreational use. 
Moore began volunteering for POST shortly 
after graduating from UC Hastings while work-
ing as an associate attorney for a Palo Alto 
firm. When the position of general counsel 
for POST opened up, Moore jumped at the 
chance. 
“I don’t think I realized how much I wanted 
to do it until I got to a point in my legal career 
that my passion was not in the billable hour,” 
{ in Brief }











“ I don’t think I realized how much I 
wanted to do it until I got to a point 
in my legal career that my passion 
was not in the billable hour. I needed 
something I believed in.” 
 —walter moore ’92
some of his students to poST, where Moore 
showed them potential sites for land acquisi-
tions. “I expect he’s going to go on to do even 
greater things than what is currently evident,” 
Hutton said. 
For now, Moore’s goal is simple: to continue 
safeguarding the open spaces that contribute 
to the fabric of the community, the local envi-
ronment, and the biodiversity of the region. 
During his spare time, he regularly hikes with 
his daughters and wife on lands that poST 
helped to protect. 
one of his favorite hiking routes is the Windy 
Hill open Space preserve in portola valley, 
which was poST’s first land protection project. 
“It’s one of my favorite places to go not only 
because it’s challenging, but because of the 
beautiful vistas that showcase the valley, the 
city, and the coast. It represents all that we’re 
trying to do to maintain spectacular open 
spaces for people and wildlife to enjoy,” 
Moore said.
{ in Brief }
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where youths can learn career skills.
Joseph works his post with an assigned part-
ner, and together they have won a couple of large 
grants to support their programs: one to establish 
Democracy Lounges in public high schools, where 
young people can discuss politics and plan public 
service projects; and another to equip a new county 
youth center. In December, Joseph finished teaching 
a 10-week youth leadership class to students from 
local Russian- and Romanian-speaking high schools; 
he has also helped with other Peace Corps youth 
trainings around the country.
“Service has challenges. It is demanding and 
requires flexibility and sacrifice,” he said. “But here in 
Moldova, we often hear testimonies from Moldovans 
about how an anonymous Peace Corps volunteer 
toiling away quietly in a remote village changed their 
life. That’s a successful Peace Corps career.”
SeRvIce IN the fIeld
After 30 years of practicing law in Silicon Valley, Matt 
Joseph ’79 started a new adventure in the Peace Corps
Matt Joseph ’79 (fourth 
from left) working with 
students in Moldova.
after the law
Matt Joseph ’79 always wanted to volunteer abroad. It just took him 30 years to get there.  
After graduating UC Hastings, Joseph practiced 
law in the Bay Area for three decades, focusing on 
trade, technology, and international transactions.
But after turning 60, he decided to join the Peace 
Corps. “I lost my wife to cancer in early 2006, which 
factored into my decision,” he said. “My two daugh-
ters were my priority, but they were doing OK.” 
So Joseph retired from his law practice, sold his 
house, and applied for service. That fall, he received 
word that the following summer, he’d be leaving for 
the Republic of Moldova, a small country that was 
formerly part of the Soviet Union.
As part of the Peace Corps’ Community and 
Organizational Development program in Moldova, 
Joseph’s work focuses on creating spaces and events 
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The demise 
of don’T ask, 
don’T Tell
Visiting Professor AAron 
Belkin PlAyed A key role 
in the rePeAl of the 
militAry’s Policy towArd 
lgBtQ serVice memBers
A aron Belkin has been fascinated with the military since he was a kid. “I didn’t understand why anyone would ever join an organization 
that was about taking and risking life,” he said. In his 
20s, recently out of the closet and armed with a freshly 
minted PhD in international relations, he set about 
resolving one of the great LGBTQ issues of the day. 
In 1993, the Clinton administration replaced a long-
standing ban on gays in the military with a policy known 
as Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell (DADT) that (theoretically) 
allowed gays and lesbians to serve, as long as they kept 
their sexual orientation secret. However, more than 
13,000 were outed and ousted during the 17 years that 
DADT was in effect, according to the Servicemembers 
Legal Defense Network. Among progressives, conven-
tional wisdom held that the key to overturning DADT 
was to reframe the issue as one of LGBTQ equality.  
But Belkin, a visiting professor at UC Hastings for the 
2015–2016 academic year, believed that to win, civil 
rights activists needed to show that conservative claims 
about the dangers posed by gay service members 
were steeped in homophobia. Gays and lesbians didn’t 
destroy military cohesiveness, Belkin reasoned, and 
discriminating against them didn’t make the military 
stronger: On the contrary, it made the United States 
more vulnerable. Among those kicked out were at least 
58 gay Arabic-language translators and analysts in 
the post–9/11 era—a time when Arabic speakers were 
in critically short supply. Belkin wanted to prove that 
DADT put the country at grave risk.
The story of how Belkin and the Palm Center, the 
think tank he established to research LGBTQ military 
issues, helped engineer the landmark repeal of DADT 
by Congress in 2010 is the subject of his course at UC 
Hastings this spring. Belkin is a tenured professor of 
political science at San Francisco State University and 
though he doesn’t have a JD, his decade-long fight 
offers important lessons for wannabe world changers. 
“Law students spend a lot of time and effort studying 
theories behind judicial decisions,” he pointed out. “But 
it’s important to understand the strategic and social and 
legal context in which the litigation takes place.” 
Provost & Academic Dean Elizabeth Hillman, herself a 
noted expert on military law and gender, calls Belkin “a 
premier scholar and advocate” who “embodies our dual 
commitment to academic and practical legal educa-
tion.” One of the more surprising aspects of Belkin’s 
curriculum: The course is structured around Log Cabin 
Republicans v. United States, a key lawsuit over the con-
stitutionality of DADT that Belkin “strongly opposed” 
for forcing the issue in a jurisdiction that was hardly a 
liberal bastion. 
Yet in 2010, the case became a victory for the LGBTQ 
community and ultimately led to the Pentagon’s capitu-
lation on DADT. “Thank goodness the people who filed 
the case ignored my concerns,” Belkin said with a laugh.










filed in Kern County by environmental groups 
seeking clean-up costs and damages over 
alleged soil and groundwater contamination 
by oil companies. If one or more of these cases 
is certified as a class action, the stage could be 
set for a showdown between two of California’s 
largest industries, agriculture and oil, over the 
state’s most precious resource: water.
 “It’s a potentially epic struggle with huge 
economic impacts,” Edlin said, and it’s exactly 
the kind of tangled, science-heavy case Edlin 
has favored since Bassi Edlin huie & Blum was 
formed 10 years ago.
Edlin found his way into environmental 
litigation in the late 1990s, as growing concern 
about pollution caused an explosion of cases. 
he said environmental statutes impose strict 
liability on the parties, and the resulting litiga-
tion involves determining who is responsible 
for clean-up costs and remediation. “It’s often 
not a question of whether a site is contami-
nated but how much, by whom, and when,” he 
said. “I’ve probably done more to clean up the 
environment than most lawyers.” 
When Board of Governors member Noel Edlin ’82 tells people he’s an environ-
mental defense lawyer, many people assume 
he is standing in the way of clean-up efforts. 
But after more than 20 years defending com-
plex environmental cases, Edlin may have had 
a greater impact than many environmental 
lawyers. 
 “In most environmental cases, usually all 
the parties are responsible for figuring out the 
extent of contamination and the most effec-
tive form of remediation,” Edlin said. “We’re 
diving in and doing very important work on the 
environment.”
Environmental clean-up involving multiple 
stakeholders is precisely the issue in one of 
Edlin’s current cases, Palla Farms v. Crimson 
Resource Management Corp. et al. last 
September, family-owned Palla Farms sued 
Edlin’s client, Dole Enterprises, along with 
three oil companies, arguing that waste from 
their fracking operations polluted drinking and 
agricultural aquifers. In the wake of the Palla 
Farms case, several other lawsuits have been 
{ water warsNoel Edlin ’82 is in the middle of a fight between two California heavyweights: oil and ag
{ in Brief }































from the Courtroom to 
the Vineyard
AfTer SerVING for fIVe yeArS AS AN ADA, 
Lindsay Hoopes ’09 Now USeS Her leGAl 
SkIllS To mANAGe Her fAmIly’S wINe bUSINeSS
F our years after receiving her law degree, Lindsay Hoopes ’09 landed an unlikely job: 
general manager of a vineyard in 
the Napa Valley town of Oakville. 
While the job was unorthodox 
for a practicing lawyer, it wasn’t 
new to Hoopes. In 1983, her father, 
Spencer, planted a 10-acre vineyard 
on his land in Napa. Hoopes grew 
up knowing that one day it would 
be hers, but she also knew she had 
another calling to fulfill first: a legal 
career.
After graduating from UC 
Hastings in 2009, Hoopes worked 
for five years as an assistant district 
attorney in San Francisco and still 
takes volunteer assignments. But 
in 2013, her father became ill, and 
Hoopes moved back to Napa to be 
close to him. That’s when she took 
up the family business.
Rather than leave her legal career 
behind, though, Hoopes put her 
legal skills to use in the wine busi-
ness. “Law is sales, in many ways,” 
she said. “I used to sell an unpleas-
ant story, and dealt with judges 
and juries that didn’t always want 
to be there. I learned to communi-
cate stories and advocate a specific 
position. Likewise, when you sell 
wine, you’re selling a story.”
Since Hoopes has taken over 
as general manager of Hoopes 
Family Vineyard, the business has 
expanded exponentially. Its wines 
are available nationwide and in six 
countries around the world.
“It’s amazing to be able to add 
so many assets to the business 
because of my legal career,” 
Hoopes said. “I’ve been able to 
build some infrastructure that has 
made the business even better.”
after tHe Law
12   SPRING 2016
fast track to first jobs
The ATTorneys in residence progrAm bridges The gAp 
beTween new grAduATes And full-Time employmenT
w hen Charan Brahma ’99 helped open the San Francisco branch of Troutman Sanders last April, he knew he needed some help. 
Despite the firm’s size—over 600 lawyers work at 16 
offices—the new outpost operated like a startup,  
prizing flexibility and agility. 
“We’re very small—not large enough to be certain 
about our needs two years out,” Brahma said. 
That’s a common refrain for small and midsize firms, 
many of which have a hard time committing to hiring 
a new associate. For recent law school graduates, that 
can mean trouble landing a first job out of school.
Enter UC Hastings’ Attorneys in Residence (AiR) 
program—a one-year fellowship that places qualified 
graduates at participating small and midsize firms. The 
fellows are treated just like any other associate, only 
without a commitment beyond the first year. After that, 
some may be hired full-time while others can reenter 
the job market with a year of experience on their 
résumés. 
“It’s a changing legal market,” said Jessica Ourk,  
UC Hastings’ associate director for employer relations. 
“Boutique firms don’t always want the financial com-
mitment of hiring someone permanently: A lot of firms 
are holding back on hiring entry-level attorneys. So we 
designed this program as a way for them to take on 
a first-year associate and give him or her the tools to 
enter the market as lateral attorneys.”
That’s precisely what Brahma was looking for. As a 
member of the Board of Governors of the UC Hastings 
Alumni Association, Brahma heard about the AiR 
program, which launched in 2014 by placing five fellows 
with three participating firms. He inquired and, within 
a matter of days, was introduced to Ryan Lewis ’15, 
who had recently graduated cum laude, and happened 
to have a background in insurance and renewable 
energy—two main focuses of Troutman Sanders’ prac-
tice. Lewis was hired a few days later. 
“This has been a great way to get in with an excellent 
firm,” Lewis said. “I’m really enjoying it.” 
Given AiR’s early success, Ourk said the law school 
plans to expand the program this year. Already, five 
firms have expressed an interest, she said, including 
Kerr & Wagstaffe, which took on three fellows in early 
2015 and plans to hire more in 2016. 
“They’ve been fabulous,” the firm’s co-founder, Jim 
Wagstaffe ’80, said. “We’ve given them an extraordi-
nary experience—taking depositions, writing briefs, 
assisting in major hearings. These aren’t externs; they’re 
regular working lawyers. I’ve been very, very pleased.”
From left: Alumni who work at Kerr & 
Wagstaffe include Kenneth Nabity ’12, 
Maria Radwick ’07, Jim Wagstaffe ’80, 
Ivo Labar ’99, Zachary Young ’12, and 
Jennifer Freeland ’14. 
{ in Brief }
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music management company 
that represents some of the big-
gest acts in rock and electronic 
dance music, including Blink-182, 
the Smashing Pumpkins, and DJ 
Steve Aoki. He’s also a founding 
partner of Vintage 415, a “culture 
marketing” group (read: party 
planners). In addition to hosting 
parties and concerts, Vintage 
415 owns and operates two San 
Francisco restaurants and three 
upscale bars in the Bay Area.
After earning $250 at their 
mUSIC To HIS eArS
Lawrence Vavra ’02 has made his mark in the 
pulse-thumping world of electronic music 
first party—“a lot of money for 
broke college kids”—Vavra and 
his team realized they could put 
together a business plan. Their 
break came a year later, when 
the group invited little-known  
DJ AM to spin at a party. Vavra, 
by that time a lawyer, became 
DJ AM’s manager, and DJ AM 
soon became one of the most  
in-demand electronic musicians 
around. 
That gig led to other clients 
and eventually, the formation 
of Deckstar, where Vavra and 
a partner lead a staff of 50. The 
company also plans to launch a 
venture fund in 2016: Privately, 
Vavra was an early investor in 
Uber, Pinterest, and Spotify. He 
credits his time at UC Hastings 
for connecting him—he calls it 
“databasing”—with the creative 
types who later became the CEOs 
of the second dot-com wave.
“We’re all in that same world,” 
he said. “Having that network 
of folks in the tech world—now 
that music and technology and 
entertainment have so much 
crossover—that was the lucky 
part. Being at UC Hastings and 
getting into the entertainment 
business, and also having that 
knowledge of the tech world, 
that’s been the fortunate part.”
L awrence Vavra ’02 had just finished his 2L on-campus 
interviews with law firms he 
might someday work for, yet he 
couldn’t imagine a life for himself 
at a white-shoe firm. “I started 
thinking this may not be the 
right path,” he said. So he and a 
classmate did what they knew 
best: They threw a party.
Fast-forward over a decade, 
and Vavra, 38, has capitalized 
on that skill. He’s the co-founder 
and president of Deckstar, a 
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Considering plan A never worked out—the U.S. 
boycotted the Games—things have turned out 
pretty well for Abrahamson. The author of two 
books (co-written with Michael Phelps and Apolo 
Ohno) and a veteran of eight Olympic contests (the 
Rio Games this summer will be his ninth), the TV 
analyst and sportswriter has become an Olympic 
fixture, first with the L.A. Times and now with NBC 
and NBCOlympics.com. Abrahamson also writes 
about the Olympics for his own website, 3WireSports.
com, and teaches sportswriting at USC’s Annenberg 
School for Communication and Journalism.
Although he didn’t pursue a legal career, save 
for a brief stint with Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison, 
Abrahamson said he’s been able to put his legal 
education to use in his field. “The essence of writ-
ing is storytelling, and you can’t have that without 
tension,” he said. “Understanding what goes into 
that—that’s something I learned in law school.”
Small-ScReeN 
GemS
Two alumni are making their 
mark in front of the camera 
Alma Rosa Nieto ’82: Immigration Attorney 
Alma Rosa Nieto ’82 is, understandably, a little tired. 
She had a cameraman over last night to set up a live 
feed for Telemundo. And she was up this morning at 
5 a.m. to deliver a live hit from MSNBC’s studio about 
the president’s plan to protect 5 million immigrants 
from deportation.
Such is the life for Nieto, a 30-year-veteran immi-
gration attorney in Los Angeles and legal analyst  
on immigration issues for several television and radio 
stations.
The visibility and credibility afforded to Nieto in 
her on-camera role have been a boon to her practice, 
which she launched in 1984. Her passion for advocat-
ing on behalf of immigrants comes partly from her 
own background—born in L.A., she moved to Mexico 
City to live with her father at age 11—and also from 
an immigration law clerkship she pursued while at 
UC Hastings.
“This was the mid–’80s, when much of Central 
America was war-torn,” she said. “People feared for 
their lives. That’s when my passion was sparked, and 
I’ve never done anything else since then.” 
With an upcoming presidential election that 
promises to bring immigration to the forefront of the 
national conversation, Nieto said she’s preparing for 
her close-up. “There’s a lot of information—and a lot 
of misinformation—out there,” she said. “It’s import-
ant for people to be well-informed.”
Alan Abrahamson ’87: Olympic Sportscaster
As a young graduate from Northwestern’s Medill 
School of Journalism, Alan Abrahamson ’87 had big 
dreams of reporting on the 1980 Olympic Games in 
Moscow. “I had no plan B,” he said. 
Alan Abrahamson ‘87
Alma Rosa Nieto ‘82
{ in Brief }
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Signature Dish
Kenji TaTsugi ’87 mAkeS HIS mArk IN THe 
GlITzy worlD of CelebrITy reSTAUrATeUrS
S o far, the Food Network hasn’t made a show called Celebrity Chef Tax Lawyer, 
but if it ever does, Kenji Tatsugi ’87 
is a logical choice to play the lead. 
The Los Angeles–based Tatsugi, 
a corporate and tax attorney with 
Holland & Knight, has a bustling 
practice specializing in interna-
tional transactions. But at least one 
aspect of his work focuses on an 
area that’s a little more glamorous: 
advising celebrity chefs and restau-
rateurs, including Nobuyuki “Nobu” 
Matsuhisa, founder of Nobu; and 
Matsuhisa’s investor, actor Robert 
De Niro.
Tatsugi’s relationship with 
Matsuhisa goes back to 1995, 
when, looking to build on the 
success of Nobu’s flagship loca-
tion in Tribeca and expand to 
Los Angeles, Matsuhisa retained 
Tatsugi. Several other celebrity 
chefs soon followed, making 
Tatsugi an in-demand lawyer in 
the high-end restaurant scene. 
Meanwhile, Nobu has since 
expanded to more than 40 locations 
around the world—with Tatsugi’s 
help.
Tatsugi said that the 1980s 
ushered in scores of Japanese 
restaurants to downtown L.A., but 
most catered to Japanese busi-
nessmen. So before launching the 
West Coast Nobu, Tatsugi and 
Matsuhisa brainstormed how to 
make it distinctive. “There are a 
lot more Americans in L.A. than 
Japanese businessmen,” Tatsugi 
recalled Matsuhisa saying. “Why 
don’t we serve them?” 
That meant ramping up customer 
service, including explaining to 
puzzled Americans what they were 
ordering. That put Nobu on the 
map—along with De Niro, who 
told Tatsugi early on he was going 
to make Matsuhisa a star. De Niro 
has been present at every Nobu 
opening, Tatsugu said. 
The timing of Nobu’s rise was 
fortuitous, Tatsugi says: “Cable 
television ushered in the concept 
of the celebrity chef. Prior to that, 
celebrity chefs were just known  
as … chefs!”
These days, Tatsugi said he 
enjoys going to events to meet fel-
low UC Hastings graduates in Los 
Angeles. He calls his days in San 
Francisco “eye-opening,” recalling 
that after coming to the United 
States from Japan for college, he 
chose UC Hastings for its diverse 
student body. The university’s 
reputation “opened doors and pro-
fessionally helped me quite a bit,” 
he said. 
Chef Nobu Matsuhisa 
with Kenji Tatsugi ’87.
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{ an incubator for new lawyersUC Hastings graduates find support for their work assisting vulnerable populations From left: Noah Phillips ’15, Brittney Sturtevant ’14, Mentoring Attorney Cynthia Chandler, Rashida Harmon ’15, and Sarah Londer ’15. 
private practice serve “modest-means” 
clients by providing them with support and 
a stipend. Harmon jumped at the chance to 
apply.
Now she is one of four UC Hastings gradu-
ates in BALI’s first cohort, along with Brittney 
Sturtevant ’14, Noah Phillips ’15, Sarah Londer 
’15, and newly minted attorneys from four 
other Bay Area law schools. Through the pro-
gram, launched in early 2016, each attorney 
is provided a mentor and attends classes on 
practical skills related to running a private 
firm, in exchange for committing 50 percent 
of his or her time in the first six months to pro 
Ever since her 2L year, when she helped a young father get a felony conviction dis-
missed through the UC Hastings Civil Justice 
Clinic’s Individual Representation Clinic, 
Rashida Harmon ’15 has known her mission is 
to help ex-convicts get back on their feet. 
It seemed, then, that her destiny as an 
attorney was to work with a nonprofit or 
government agency. “It never occurred to me 
that I could do social-justice-oriented work in 
a solo practice setting,” she said.
Not until hearing about the Bay Area Legal 
Incubator (BALI), that is. The newly launched 
training program aims to help lawyers in 
{ in Brief }
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Abdullah, associate director for Public 
Interest and Clerkship Programs, had been 
looking into starting an incubator at UC 
Hastings when they learned of Chalmers’ 
initiative. They joined forces, with Provost 
& Academic Dean Elizabeth Hillman, 
Professor Rory Little, and Associate Dean for 
Experiential Learning Nancy Stuart all helping 
to flesh out the plan.
BALI’s emphasis on pro bono and modest- 
means work sets it apart from other incu-
bators. The students, who receive a $500 
monthly stipend for the first six months, com-
mit to 20 hours per week of pro bono work 
and promise that half of their cases through-
out the two-year program will serve clients 
earning between 125 and 300 percent of the 
federal poverty level.
“We also ask the participants to commit 
that they’ll be doing modest-means cases 
for at least a few years after the program,” 
Chalmers said. “One of the major goals of 
this project is to seed the community with a 
number of low-fee solo practices.”
Another BALI goal is to help attorneys find 
community. The applicants can collaborate 
on cases and ask one another questions, and 
could even end up forming partnerships.
“If you’re starting your own solo prac-
tice right out of law school, one of the 
big challenges is that you might not have 
that network,” said Sturtevant.“ This is an 
opportunity to be surrounded by like-minded 
people in your same position—people 
you can tap on the shoulder if you have a 
question.”
bono work and to serving clients of modest 
means thereafter. 
BALI helps young lawyers who are inter-
ested in serving the public good overcome 
practical barriers to starting their own 
practice—from finding clients to accessing 
affordable online research tools—while also 
helping close the “justice gap” by cultivating 
attorneys focused on underserved communi-
ties. It also saves such lawyers from practicing 
out of a car, à la The Lincoln Lawyer, or in the 
back of a nail salon à la Better Call Saul: The 
BALI lawyers work out of an office hub at the 
Alameda County Law Library.
The Alameda County Bar Association and 
the Volunteer Legal Services Corporation 
launched BALI with a $45,000 grant from the 
California Commission on Access to Justice. 
Tiela Chalmers ’86, who is CEO of both orga-
nizations, planned the project with an eye 
toward helping not just new attorneys but 
also a specific client community: people who 
earn too much to qualify for free legal aid 
but too little to pay the typical $300 to $400 
an hour for legal help. BALI attorneys charge 
clients on a sliding scale, or a low hourly fee, 
or a flat-rate for particular tasks.
“This expands the students’ opportunities 
in terms of employment,” Chalmers said. “It’s 
not just giving them a job for a little while after 
law school; it’s helping them create what we 
hope will be a lifelong career. It’s also making 
a meaningful impact on the justice gap.”
Sari Zimmerman, assistant dean for 
the Office of Career and Professional 
Development at UC Hastings; and Fairuz 
“This expands the students’ opportunities in terms of employment. It’s not 
just giving them a job for a little while after law school; it’s helping them 
create what we hope will be a lifelong career. It’s also making a meaningful 
impact on the justice gap.” —TIELA CHALmERS ’86
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When Professor Joel Paul started to work on a book a few years ago 
about the history of international 
law in U.S. courts, he received 
some fateful advice. “My sister 
challenged me to write something 
that she’d actually want to read,” 
he recalled with a laugh.
Taking his sister’s words to heart, 
Paul, who previously served as UC 
Hastings’ associate dean of inter-
national and graduate programs, 
set out to find an entertaining story 
that would hook readers and “cap-
ture the improvisational quality of 
American foreign policy at the start 
of the republic.” He happened upon 
a mention of a wealthy Connecticut 
shopkeeper named Silas Deane. 
Benjamin Franklin had sent Deane 
to France in 1776 to convince 
Louis XVI to arm the Americans 
against the British. With the 
help of two other men, Deane 
succeeded in obtaining all the 
arms, ammunition, and uniforms 
for Washington’s army. Deane’s 
unlikely allies included the French 
polymath Caron de Beaumarchais, 
an inventor, musician, arms dealer, 
and playwright; and a mysterious 
French diplomat and spy known as 
the Chevalier d’Eon.
international legal  
history comes alive
    Professor Joel Paul parlays his passion for international law and 
    economic regulation into riveting books and important legislation
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After serendipitously discover-
ing Deane’s correspondence, Paul 
knew he had enough material to 
tell the compelling story of the 
trio’s roles in turning the tide of 
the American Revolution. The 
result was Unlikely Allies: How a 
Merchant, a Playwright, and a Spy 
Saved the American Revolution 
(Riverhead, 2009), a book that uses 
expert storytelling to introduce the 
concept of American exceptional-
ism to a popular audience. Critics 
described the book as “rip-roaring” 
and “brilliant.” The Washington 
Post named it one of the best books 
of the year. Hollywood also took 
notice: Discussions are underway to 
adapt it into a TV miniseries.
Paul’s forthcoming book, Without 
Precedent (Penguin Random House, 
2017), is in some ways a sequel to 
Unlikely Allies. In it he explores 
the origins of American diplomacy 
and international law through the 
lens of Chief Justice John Marshall. 
Marshall played a critical role as 
a diplomat and secretary of state 
before he joined the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 1801. “Marshall largely 
invented international legal doc-
trines based on his experience as 
a diplomat and politician. What he 
made up from scratch became the 
foundation for our ideas about inter-
national law,” said Paul. “Without 
Precedent has a lot of history packed 
into it, but it’s also a swashbuckling 
adventure story about how Marshall 
takes on the French, the British, and 
the Barbary Coast pirates—and his 
nemesis, Jefferson.”
Although Paul’s successful foray 
into commercial nonfiction pub-
lishing has increased his profile 
far beyond an academic audience, 
his most recent legal scholarship 
remains firmly rooted in interna-
tional economic regulation and 
trade policy. His latest target: social 
dumping. “When countries export 
goods to the United States that 
are produced by workers who are 
not paid fair wages or in ways that 
are environmentally damaging, 
they are exporting more than their 
goods,” Paul explained. “They are 
exporting their social problems to 
the United States.” 
Not content simply to talk about 
the issue, Paul has drafted legis-
lation, co-sponsored by Senators 
Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin 
and Jeff Merkley of Oregon, called 
the Level Playing Field in Trade 
Agreements Act of 2015. He 
acknowledges that, in some sense, 
Marshall’s talent for compromise 
inspired the bill, which seeks to 
balance the concerns of those who 
tend to spurn free trade agreements 
with those who favor them. 
The legislation proposes to incen-
tivize countries that want to enter 
into free trade agreements with the 
United States by changing how the 
U.S. calculates antidumping duties, 
which allow member countries of 
the World Trade Organization to 
raise prices on products that export-
ers have priced artificially low. “It 
would allow us to raise the prices 
on goods to what they would have 
been if workers were being paid 
a fair wage and if the goods were 
produced in a manner consistent 
with international environmental 
standards,” Paul said. 
Although the bill’s future remains 
in flux, it has received support 
from some unexpected quarters. 
“The European Community is 
very enthusiastic about the idea, 
and U.S. corporations and some 
labor unions have been supportive 
because it creates a level playing 
field for American manufacturers,” 
said Paul, who continues to lobby 
hard for its passage. 
“
Marshall largely invented international 
legal doctrines based on his experience as 
a diplomat and politician. What he made up 
from scratch became the foundation for our 
ideas about international law.” 
“
I am lucky to be at 
UC Hastings. As 
a relatively new 
professor, I can’t 
imagine a richer soil 
in which to grow.” 
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Best in Class
professor Morris ratner receives 2015 rutter award for teaching excellence
in an emotional tribute last october honoring professor 
Morris ratner, 3l christine doelling told of meeting with her 
professors after earning all a-minuses in her first semester 
of her 1l year. professor ratner didn’t congratulate her or 
tell her she should feel good about her grades, she said. 
instead, he told her what she could do to earn the solid a’s 
he thought she deserved. doelling said she was moved by 
his faith in her. “professor ratner approaches every student 
with the belief that he or she is as capable as he is,” doelling 
said, tears welling in her eyes. “i would take any class by him, 
anytime—even if i wasn’t interested in the subject.” 
doelling was among the members of the uc hastings 
community assembled in the law school’s alumni 
reception center to celebrate ratner as the winner of the 
2015 rutter award for teaching excellence, which includes 
a $10,000 stipend. 
the selection committee—provost & academic dean 
elizabeth hillman, professor george Bisharat (the previ-
ous year’s recipient), and asuch president 3l nicholas 
lansdown—unanimously chose ratner based on the 
extraordinary reviews he received in student evaluations. 
in her introductory remarks, hillman offered a few exam-
ples: professor ratner is “a wonderful lecturer,” “unfailingly 
polite,” and “an excellent role model of what a good law-
yer looks and sounds like,” they wrote.
ratner, who earned his Ba at stanford and Jd at harvard, 
joined the uc hastings faculty in 2012. he previously was 
a partner at lieff cabraser heimann & Bernstein, where 
among other high-profile cases, he prosecuted and settled 
holocaust-era claims against european companies for 
roughly $7.5 billion.
his decision to join academia after such extraordinary 
success in the courtroom was based, he said, on the 
realization that “teaching is a calling for me.” in addition 
to teaching civil procedure, legal ethics, and law practice 
management, ratner oversees the law school’s concurrent 
Jd/MBa programs offered in collaboration with business 
schools at uc Berkeley, uc davis, and presidio graduate 
school, as well as a new Jd/Masters in applied economics 
and finance program with uc santa cruz. 
ratner said he is inspired and motivated by the law 
school’s stimulating intellectual environment and diverse 
student body. “i have all sorts of role models on this 
campus who illuminate different ways to be of maximum 
service in and outside of the classroom,” he said. he cited 
empathy, patience, directness, and kindness as character-
istics he strives to exemplify as a teacher.
“i am lucky to be at uc hastings,” he added. “as a 
relatively new professor here, i can’t imagine a richer soil in 
which to grow.”
Professor Morris Ratner (center) 
with his students.
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Hadar Aviram
Book Review, CritCom: A Forum 
For reseArCh & CommentAry on 
europe (April 2015) (reviewing 
ozgur hevAl CinAr, the right 
to ConsCientious objeCtion to 
militAry serviCe And turkey’s 
obligAtions under internAtionAl 
humAn rights lAw (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2014).
CheAp on Crime: reCession-erA 
politiCs And the trAnsFormAtion 
oF AmeriCAn punishment 
(University of California Press, 
2015).
Are Private Prisons to Blame for 
Mass Incarceration and Its Evils? 
Prison Conditions, Neoliberalism, 
and Public Choice, 42 FordhAm 
urb. L.J. 411 (2014).
Afterword in Keramet Reiter 
and Alexa Koenig, eds. 
extreme punishment (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2015).
The Correctional Hunger Games: 
Understanding Realignment 
in the Context of the Great 
Recession, AnnAls oF lAw And 




Incorporating Critical Theory 
in Business Law Clinics, 22 
CliniCAl l. rev. 1 (2015).
Abe Cable
Opportunity Cost Conflicts in 
Corporate Law, 66 CAs. w. res. l. 
rev. 51 (2015).
John Crawford
Moral Hazard Paradox of 
Financial Safety Nets, 26 Cornell 
J.L. & Pub. Pol’y      (forthcoming 
2016).
Ben Depoorter
The Dangerous Undertaking: 
How Courts Should Approach 
Aesthetic Judgments in 
Copyright Law, 109 nw. u. l. 
rev. 343 (2015) (with Robert 
Walker).
Copyright Alert Enforcement: Six 
Strikes and Privacy Harms, 39 
Colum. j.l. & Arts 233 (2015).
Fast Forward: Economic & Legal 
Realism (with Sven Hoeppner), 
FestsChriFt in honor oF ChristiAn 
kirChner (Wulf Kaal, Andreas 
Schwartze and Matthias 
Schmidt eds., Mohr Siebeck 
Verlag, 2014).
John Diamond
CAses And mAteriAls on torts (3d 
ed., West Academic, 2016).
Scott Dodson
the legACy oF ruth bAder 
ginsburg (Cambridge University 
Press, Scott Dodson ed., 2015). 
Ginsburg, Optimism, and 
Conflict Management, in the 
legACy oF ruth bAder ginsburg 
(Cambridge University Press, 
2015).
The Gravitational Force of 
Federal Law, 164 u. penn. l. rev.  
(forthcoming 2016).           
Joint and Several Jurisdiction,  
65 duke l.j.      (forthcoming 
2016) (with Phil Pucillo).
Pleading and the Litigation 
Marketplace, 99:2 judiCAture 11 
(Autumn 2015).
Atlantic Marine and the Future 
of Party Preference, 66 hAstings 
l.j. 675 (2015) (symposium).
A Revolution in Jurisdiction, 
in the legACy oF ruth bAder 
ginsburg (Cambridge University 
Press, 2015).
Literary Justice, 18 green bAg 2d 
429 (2015) (with Ami Dodson).
Jurisdiction, in enCyClopediA oF 
AmeriCAn governAnCe (Stephen 
L. Schechter, ed., Macmillian, 
2016).
Preface, 5 journAl oF lAw (2 new 
voiCes) 19 (2015).
David Faigman
modern sCientiFiC evidenCe: 
the lAw And sCienCe oF expert 
testimony (with Edward Cheng, 
Jennifer Mnookin, Erin Murphy, 
Joseph Sanders and Christopher 
Slobogin) (West/Thomson 
Publishing Co., 2015-2016 
Edition) (Volumes 1-5).
Scientific Gatekeeping: Using 
the Structure of Scientific 
Research to Distinguish Between 
Admissibility and Weight in 
Expert Testimony, 110 nw. u. l. 
rev.      (forthcoming 2016) (with 
Christopher Slobogin and John 
Monahan).
Where Law and Science (and 
Religion) Meet, 93 U. tex. l. rev. 
1659 (2015).
Organized Common Sense: 
Judge Jack Weinstein’s 
Uncommonly Sensible Approach 
to Expert Evidence, 64 depAul 
l. rev. 421 (2015) (with Claire 
Lesikar).
Toward a Jurisprudence of 
Psychiatric Evidence: Examining 
the Challenges of Reasoning 
from Group Data in Psychiatry to 
Individual Decisions in the Law, 
69 u. miAmi l. rev. 685 (2015) 
(with Carl Erik Fisher & Paul 
Appelbaum).
Robin Feldman
Do Patent Licensing Demands 
Mean Innovation? 101 Iowa L. 
Rev. 137 (2015) (with Mark A. 
Lemley).
Patent Demands and Initial 
Public Offerings, 19 Stan. Tech. 
L. Rev. 52 (2015) (with Evan 
Frondorf).
Patent Demands & Startup 
Companies: The View from the 
Venture Capital Community, 16 
yAle j.l. & teCh. 236 (2014).
The Pace of Change: Non-
Practicing Entities and the 
Shifting Legal Landscape, 18 
ChAp. l. rev. 635 (2014).
Heather Field
Is an Explicit Tax Election the 
Solution to the Debt/Equity 
Classification Problem for 
Partnerships?, 93 tAxes no. 3, 
115 (March 2015).
Joseph Grodin
the CAliForniA stAte 
Constitution (2nd ed., Oxford 
University Press, 2016) (with 
Darien Shanske and Michael 
Salerno).
Keith Hand
Translator’s Introduction to 
Liu Songshan, 1981: Embryonic 
but Inchoate Constitutional 
Committee Designs, 33 uClA 
pAC. bAsin l.j.       2016 (with 
translation of the Liu article).
An Assessment of Socialist 
Constitutional Supervision 
Models and Prospects for a 
Constitutional Supervision 
Committee in China: the 
Constitution as Commander?, 
in ChinA’s soCiAlist rule oF lAw 
reForms under xi jinping (John 
recent Faculty scholarship
FACUlTy memberS CoNTINUe To pUblISH GAme-CHANGING leGAl ANAlySeS AT A prodIGIoUS rATe
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Garrick and Yan Chang Bennett 
eds., 2016. 
Geoffrey Hazard
The Jurisprudence of roger 
Traynor (UC Hastings College 
of the Law, Geoffrey Hazard, 
ed., 2015).
Elizabeth L. Hillman
Accountability in the 19th-Cen-
tury U.S. Army, in MiliTary 
self-inTeresT in accounTabiliTy 
for core inTernaTional criMes, 
(Morten Bergsmo, ed., Forum for 
International Humanitarian Law 
and Stanford University, 2015).
The Female Shape of the 
All-Volunteer Force, WoMen’s 
aMerica (Linda K. Kerber et. al. 
eds., 8th ed., Oxford University 
Press, 2015).
Mary Kay Kane
Annual (2015) Supplements for 
volumes 6-6A, 7-7C, 10-10A, 
11-11A, and 20 of federal 
pracTice and procedure.
Friedenthal, Kane & Miller, 
hornbook on civil procedure (5th 
ed. 2015).  
Chimène Keitner
inTernaTional laW fraMeWorks 
(4th ed., West Academic, 2016)
(with David J. Bederman).
Foreign Official Immunity and 
the Attribution Puzzle, 26 Duke 
J. Comp. & Int’l L.      (forthcom-
ing 2016).
Authority and Dialogue: State 
and Official Immunity in 
Domestic and International 
Courts, in WhiTher The WesT? 
debaTes on concepTs of 
inTernaTional laW in europe and 
norTh aMerica (Chiara Giorgetti 
and Guglielmo Verdirame, eds., 
Cambridge Univ. Press, forth-
coming 2016).
Horizontal Enforcement and the 
ILC’s Proposed Draft Articles 
on the Immunity of State 
Officials from Foreign Criminal 
Jurisdiction, 109 aJil unbound 
161 (2015). 
Prosecute, Sue, or Deport? 
Transnational Accountability in 
International Law, 164 u. pa. l. 
rev. online 1 (2015).
Functional Immunity of State 
Officials Before the International 
Law Commission: The “Who” 
and the “What”  
17 Qil ZooM ouT 51 (2015).
Panel Proceedings, Complicity in 
International Law, 109 asil proc.  
(forthcoming 2016). 
From Conquest to Consent: 
Puerto Rico and the Prospects 
for Genuine Free Association, in 
reconsidering The insular cases 
(Gerald Neuman and Tomiko 
Brown-Nagin, eds., Harvard 
University Press, 2015).
The Three C’s of Jurisdiction 
Over Human Rights Claims in 
U.S. Courts, 113 Mich. l. rev. 
firsT iMpressions 67 (2015).
Jaime King
Whole-Genome Screening of 
Newborns? The Constitutional 
Boundaries of State Newborn 
Screening Programs, 137 
pediaTrics Supplement 1, S8-S15 
(2016) (with Monica E. Smith).
State Actions to Promote 
and Restrain Commercial 
Accountable Care Organizations 
(Nicholas C. Petris Center 
on Health Care Markets and 
Consumer Welfare School of 
Public Health, University of 
California, Berkeley, 2015) (with 
Ann Hollingshead, Brent D. 
Fulton, Joshua Rushakoff, and 
Richard M. Scheffler).
Evan Lee
Why California’s Second-Degree 
Felony-Murder Rule is Now Void 
for Vagueness, 43 hasTings con. 
l. Q. 1 (2015).
Jeff Lefstin
Inventive Application: A History, 
67, fla. l. rev. 565 (2015).
The Three Faces of Prometheus: 
A Post-Alice Jurisprudence of 
Abstractions, 16 N.C. J.L. & 
Tech. 647 (2015).
David Levine
california civil procedure (5th 
ed. 2015, West Academic) (with 
William R. Slomanson and 
Rochelle J. Shapell).
civil procedure in california 
(2015 ed., West Academic).
o’connor’s california pracTice: 
civil preTrial (2015 ed., 
Jones McClure) (with William 




Reductions: Moving Forward on 
Specifics, and Some Critique of 
the New Model Penal Code, 66 
hasTings L.J. 1535 (2015).
Cross-Cultural Challenges, 
Consensus, and Opportunities 
for Advancing the Professional 
Ethical Integrity of Legal System 
Actors, 39 hasTings inT’l & coMp. 
l. rev. 95 (2016).
Richard Marcus
coMplex liTigaTion: cases and 
MaTerials on advanced civil 
procedure (West, 6th ed. 2015) 
(co-authored with Edward 
Sherman and Howard Erichson) 
(with 280-page Teacher’s 
Manual).
2015 Pocket Parts to vol. 8, 8A, 
8B, and 12 of federal pracTice 
& procedure (with Charles A. 
Wright and Arthur Miller).
2015 Teacher’s Update to civil 
procedure: a Modern approach. 
2015 Supplement to gilberT civil 
procedure (with Thomas Rowe).
Introduction to S. Scheindlin & 
D. Capra, elecTronic discovery 
and digiTal evidence (3d ed., 
2015).
Once More Unto the Breach?, 99 
JudicaTure 56 (2015).
How to Steer An Ocean Liner, 18 
leWis & clark l. rev. 615 (2014).
Looking Backward to 1938, 162 
u. pa. l. rev. 1691 (2014).
The Big Bad Wolf: American 
Class Actions, in MulTiparTy 
redress MechanisMs in europe: 
sQueaking Mice? (V. Harsagi and 
C.H. van. Rhee, eds., Intersentia, 
2014).
Appellate Review in the Reactive 
Model: The Example of the 
American Federal Courts, in 
nobody’s perfecT: coMparaTive 
essays on appeals and oTher 
Means of recourse againsT 
Judicial decisions in civil 
MaTTers (A. Uzelac and C.H. van 
Rhee, eds., Intersentia 2014).
Procedural Polarization in 
America?, in ZeiTschrifT für 
ZivilproZess inTernaTional  
(D. Leipold and R. Stürner), Vol. 
18, p. 303 (2014).
Leo Martinez 
The Duty to Settle and the 
Restatement of the Law of 
Liability Insurance, 68 ruTgers u. 
l. rev. 155 (2015).
Toward A More Perfect Union?: 
The Dangers of Conflating 
Progress and Equality, 45 
souThWesTern l. rev. 101 (2015).
Legal Education in a Modern 
World: Evolution at Work, 9 
charlesTon l. rev. 267 (2015).
Ugo Mattei
The Ecology of Law: Toward 
a Legal System in Tune with 
Nature and Community (Berrett-
Koehler, 2015) (with Fritjof 
Capra).
Karen Musalo
childhood and MigraTion in 
cenTral and norTh aMerica: 
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Causes, PoliCies, PraCtiCes and 
Challenges (Center for Gender & 
Refugee Studies, 2015) (ed., with 
Pablo Ceriani Cernadas).
The Evolving Refugee Definition: 
How Shifting Elements of 
Eligibility Affect the Nature 
and Focus of Expert Testimony 
in Asylum Proceedings in 
afriCan asylum at a Crossroads: 
aCtivism, exPert testimony, and 
refugee rights (Ohio University 
Press, 2015).
Personal Violence, Public Matter: 
Evolving Standards in Gender-
Based Asylum Law, 36 harv. 
int’l l.J. 45 (2014).
Dave Owen
Regional Federal Administration, 
63 UCLA L. rev. 68 (2016).
Roger Park
Hits, Misses, and False Alarms 
in Blind and Sequential 
Administration of Lineups 25 
how. l.J. 459 (2014). 
Exporting the Hearsay Provisions 
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s anyone active in the field will tell you, enter-
tainment law is one of the most exciting areas 
of legal practice. 
Ask yourself: In what other law school class 
did you listen to the Beastie Boys, watch Hollywood 
movie trailers, and witness Supreme Court justices strug-
gle to find the deeper meaning of a vulgar rap song?
But entertainment law never disappoints on another 
level as well: It is a rapidly evolving and fascinating area 
of practice. One fundamental undercurrent that makes 
this area of law so compelling is technological change. 
New technologies constantly reshape the way entertain-
ment is created, distributed, and consumed. Every new 
advancement, from the printing press to cloud computing, 
presents opportunities, but they also pose challenges to 
copyright holders. How do they protect their content and 
enforce their rights? Each time a new development breaks 
barriers, scholars, lawyers, courts, and policymakers must 
confront novel legal questions.
While New York City and Los Angeles are the domes-
tic entertainment mainstays, the Bay Area has become 
the third epicenter of the entertainment industry. Silicon 
Valley’s technology companies and intermediaries con-
tinue to transform the creation, storage, and distribution 
of media products. Here, right at UC Hastings’ doorsteps, 
are the entrepreneurial activities that are creating the 
issues at the forefront of entertainment law litigation.
The features in these pages showcase the talent and 
dedication of several alumni in the entertainment indus-
try. Their stories vividly illustrate the range of legal issues 
now surfacing in the field of entertainment law.
Included in these pages are a profile of Kelley Drye & 
Warren, a top entertainment law firm that counts sev-
eral alumni in its ranks, and a piece on three prominent 
alumni—Peter Martin Nelson ’79, Matthew Thompson ’91, 
and Harris Tulchin ’78—who work in different aspects of 
the film business. The interview with Thomas Mesereau 
’79 illustrates how high-wired criminal defense work can 
be a headline-making part of representing creative artists. 
Features on Nestor Barrero ’84, who handles employment 
law issues for NBCUniversal, and Nancy Tellem ’78, who 
left CBS entertainment for new media, help reveal how 
many distinct opportunities exist for attorneys interested 
in entertainment law. And a profile of Kae Hope Echiverri 
Ranoa ’10, who is both a lawyer and a hip-hop artist, shows 
just how multifaceted these new career paths can be. 
Although the alumni here represent wildly different 
facets of entertainment lawyering, they have one key 
thing in common: UC Hastings gave them the foundation 
to become leaders in this dynamic field.
The Entertainment 
Law Vanguard
With their top laWyering skills and in-depth understanding  
of hoW technology is changing the media landscape, alumni  
are breaking neW ground in entertainment laW.
 •  B y  P r o f e s s o r  B e n  D e P o o r t e r  • 
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hat Thomas Mesereau ’79 really wants to 
talk about is the pro bono stuff.           
Sure, he’ll discuss successfully defending 
Michael Jackson in 2005 from 14 charges—including 
10 felonies—related to child molestation allegations. Or 
any of the other controversial celebrities he has agreed 
to defend, such as Robert Blake, Mike Tyson, and Suge 
Knight. In fact, he relishes recounting tales about the 
wide swath of society he’s represented, from highly suc-
cessful real estate agents charged with federal mortgage 
fraud to alleged gangbangers in grisly murder cases. 
But what truly animates the UC Hastings law school 
graduate—what he keeps returning to in conversa-
tion—are his pro bono activities, from the free legal 
clinic he founded in South L.A. bearing his name to his 
volunteer work in Southern states for the past 18 years, 
representing defendants in capital murder cases. 
In fact, he has just returned from Birmingham, Ala., 
where he defended Patrick Johnson pro bono in the 
retrial for the shooting death of off-duty police officer 
Keary Hollis. Security footage showed Hollis acciden-
tally backed into Johnson’s parked motorcycle, and 
when Hollis started to drive away, Johnson went after 
the car and, out of camera range, fatally shot him. The 
first trial (in which Mesereau also represented Johnson) 
resulted in a hung jury. This time, Johnson was con-
victed of felony murder but acquitted of the greater 
charge of capital murder.
His commitment to providing a defense to all has 
earned Mesereau success, fame, and recognition, 
which is made clear by one look at his office wall 
studded with awards and commemorations, such as 
the Criminal Defense Lawyer of the Year, given by the 
Los Angeles Criminal Courts Bar Association, and the 
attorney thomas mesereau ’79 is no stranger to the limelight, 
having defended such famous—and infamous—stars as michael 
Jackson, robert blake, and suge knight. but it’s his work with 
far lesser known clients that cements his reputation as the 
last line of defense for the “despised and unpopular.”
{ the entertainment law vanguard }
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Humanitarian Award given by the National Association 
of Blacks in Criminal Justice. The Litigation Counsel of 
America’s annual award, which honors the country’s 
top criminal defense lawyer, is called the Mesereau 
Cup. He was also recently named the 2016 Criminal 
Defense Trial Lawyer of the Year at the annual Trial 
Lawyers Summit in Miami. 
But Mesereau has also received plenty of flak from 
some corners of the legal community that take aim at 
his willingness to defend the seemingly indefensible. 
As in his court cases, he has a quick response to such 
criticisms. “I was raised to believe that the highest 
calling of a lawyer is to represent the despised and the 
unpopular,” he said, “and I still believe that.” 
He also admits he likes uphill battles. “I’ve always 
told young lawyers that if you want to develop your 
skills, try impossible cases,” he added. “Don’t just try 
cases you think you can win. Try cases nobody thinks 
you can win.”
BEGINNINGS IN CRIMINAL LAW
At 6 foot 2 with a broad-shouldered frame draped in 
custom-made suits and bright Versace ties, Mesereau 
cuts an imposing figure, but undoubtedly what most 
people first notice is his hair. Mesereau, 65, sports a 
free-flowing shoulder-length white mane, one more 
commonly associated with professional wrestlers, 
musicians, or gladiators than with an attorney tussling 
with prosecutors. 
“I think many lawyers look so boring, trying to look 
the same,” he said with a shrug. “And I like long hair.” 
Mesereau was born at the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point. His father served in World War II as a para-
chute battalion commander and appears in a famous 
photo of Gen. Douglas MacArthur on the Battleship 
Missouri, accepting the Japanese surrender. “My 
parents were compassionate people,” Mesereau said. 
“They taught me not to look down on anybody.” 
He attended Harvard, got a master’s degree from 
the London School of Economics, enrolled at UC 
Hastings—and almost immediately took a leave of 
absence to explore the possibility of becoming a foreign 
correspondent. 
He returned to UC Hastings a year later and enjoyed 
what he calls its “real-world” environment. “There was 
a practical feeling at UC Hastings,” he said. “Lecturers 
came from various state agencies and courts in the 
vicinity.” He dropped in on trials to watch attorneys at 
work but “was usually disappointed,” he admitted.
One of his fondest remembrances is the 65 Club. “UC 
Hastings would bring retired deans and professors from 
major law schools to teach,” he recalled. “There were 
about 22 former deans on campus. It was rare that you 
went to class and the professor hadn’t written the case 
book that you used.” 
Additionally, he loved San Francisco and Berkeley, 
spending hours rummaging in used bookstores for 
tomes by and about famous trials and storied lawyers 
past and present. “I had a better time than most law 
students,” he said. “I went to North Beach every day 
and sat in inexpensive Italian cafes, drinking wine and 
eating good food. It was a great three years.” All of that 
“for $450 a semester,” he added with a laugh. 
After graduation, he took a job with a large civil 
law firm before joining the Orange County District 
Attorney’s Office, where he was assigned to the juvenile 
division. On his initial tour of the facility, Mesereau saw 
a girl of about 14 sitting in a “suicide watch” room. She 
had a history of being physically and sexually abused, 
and after her arrest she tried to get high by huffing Wite-
Out. Mesereau was horrified to learn that his first case 
was to prosecute her for petty theft. “The first thing I 
thought was, ‘Why would I want to prosecute her for 
anything?’ ” When he returned to the DA’s office after 
the girl’s “slam dunk” conviction, “everyone wanted 
to give me a high five, and I was disgusted,” he said. 
“ I’ve always told young lawyers that if you want to develop your skills, try impossible cases. Don’t just try cases you think you can win. Try 
cases nobody thinks you can win. ” —Thomas mesereau ’79
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Mesereau with members of Women of Watts, 
a community organization dedicated to ending 
gang violence, and their families. 
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“And things never got better.” He left after a year, but not 
before experiencing firsthand “the ways well-educated 
young people devalue poor people consciously or uncon-
sciously when they get into positions of power,” he said.
Mesereau’s next job was as a lawyer for Getty Oil, 
flying around the country and advising the company’s 
attorneys on various matters. Eventually sensing that 
the position’s future was limited, he left to join a small 
civil law firm. It was there that he gravitated toward 
criminal law and began his involvement in pro bono 
work, primarily volunteering at legal clinics held in 
black community churches. 
It’s something he continues to do. For the past dozen 
years or so, he’s marched with the Women of Watts 
against gang violence. His annual pilgrimages to 
Alabama (and one to Mississippi) began almost two 
decades ago, when he volunteered to defend a homeless 
black man charged with murdering a white woman from 
a prominent family. Death threats ensued, but the defen-
dant was found not guilty. Mesereau is immensely proud 
that not one of the capital murder cases he has worked 
on has resulted in the death penalty being meted out. 
His efforts in these matters, along with his legal clinic, 
are spotlighted in a recent documentary, When Justice 
Isn’t Just. 
He started his own firm in 1992 and began defending 
members of the Crips and Bloods, rushing to crime 
scenes at 3 a.m., and hiring gang members he had pre-
viously defended as “security” and to reenact events. 
“These young people were being devalued in our jus-
tice system,” he said. While not minimizing the violence 
of the era—indeed, he calls gang violence a “scourge” 
and the wave of drive-by shootings in the 1990s a 
“bloodbath”—he added, “But you don’t just throw civil 
liberties out the window and rope people into a gang just 
because they have a tattoo or a particular moniker.” 
Nevertheless, when lecturing at schools in minority 
neighborhoods, he warns students that “their tattoos 
and monikers will be used against them” in the criminal 
justice system. “I’ve defended Little Hit Man and Mad 
Moe,” he said. “Such names do not help with juries.” 
He assiduously rejects charges that he’s anti-police 
or pro-criminal. “There’s no one I respect more than 
a courageous, honorable, selfless police officer or 
prosecutor,” he said. “They do our system proud. But 
unfortunately, they’re not all like that.”
Mesereau attained prominence on a regional level, 
most notably by successfully defending longtime Los 
Angeles TV anchorman Larry Carroll from charges of 
securities fraud, and by representing Compton City 
Councilwoman Patricia Moore on charges stemming 
from an FBI sting operation to which she’d previously 
pled guilty. Moore withdrew her plea, and Mesereau 
exposed questionable FBI behavior, including setting 
up an agent to be her boyfriend/campaign manager. 
Caught on tape, Moore was convicted on several 
counts, but Mesereau says the trial succeeded in 
exposing prosecutorial abuse of power. 
 “If prosecutors overcharge or engage in conduct 
illegal or unethical, defense attorneys are the only ones 
who are going to expose it,” Mesereau declared. In fact, 
if he has one axe to grind, it’s fighting what he deems 
prosecutorial misconduct. “The power to bring a single 
charge is the power to destroy somebody’s reputation 
and life, even if he or she survives the case,” he said. 
“Prosecutors shouldn’t bring a single flimsy count, and 
when they do, they should be exposed.” 
THE BIG SPECTACLES
In 2001, Mesereau prepared an investigative report on 
behalf of former heavyweight champ Mike Tyson after a 
San Bernardino woman accused him of rape. Prosecutors 
ultimately chose not to file any charges. But it was 
the nationally televised preliminary hearing for actor 
“ You don’t just throw civil liberties out the window and rope people into a gang just because they have a tattoo or a particular moniker. ... 
[Nevertheless] I’ve defended Little Hit Man and Mad Moe. Such names 
do not help with juries. ” —Thomas mesereau ’79












Robert Blake in 2004 that truly thrust Mesereau onto the 
national stage. Mesereau had met a former attorney for 
Blake while volunteering at a Los Angeles church and 
agreed to defend the actor against charges that he had 
murdered his wife. The attorney was able to get Blake 
released on bail—the first (and only) time bail had been 
granted in a case of murder with special circumstances 
in California over the prosecution’s objection. 
During jury selection, a “severe disagreement” with 
Blake caused Mesereau to withdraw from the case, 
but Mesereau’s initial work was widely credited with 
helping to attain Blake’s ultimate acquittal. 
His reputation secured, Mesereau became a sought- 
after celebrity defense attorney. Right after dropping 
out of the Blake case, Mesereau was approached on the 
recommendation of Johnnie Cochran (former attorney 
for O.J. Simpson) by Michael Jackson’s advisers. 
The Jackson spectacle, Mesereau says, was a whole 
new level of crazy, attracting more worldwide media 
than the O.J. Simpson and Scott Peterson cases com-
bined. The attorney felt besieged from three sides: the 
aggressive prosecution team that he claims threat-
ened his team with obstruction of justice charges, 
livid lawyers previously affiliated with Jackson who 
felt snubbed, and rabid members of the media who 
resented that Mesereau hunkered down in a condo 
during the five-month trial and wouldn’t feed them the 
red meat they craved. 
After Jackson’s acquittal, “For a few minutes I was 
the best-known lawyer on the planet,” Mesereau said. 
Barbara Walters named him to her 10 Most Fascinating 
People of the Year list and he appeared on The Jay Leno 
Show. UC Hastings named him Alumni Lawyer of the 
Year, and an article in USA Today declared Mesereau the 
new “go-to” lawyer for celebrities. 
 “I decided to use my celebrity to open my own free 
legal clinic instead of volunteering at numerous others,” 
he said. Thus was born the Mesereau Free Legal Clinic, 
in Inglewood, where lawyers, students, activists, and 
judges donate time two Saturdays a month. According 
to its mission statement, the clinic is committed to 
“creating and supporting programs to meet the legal 
needs of the traditionally underserved individual and 
build a stronger and better-informed community.”
This past year has been life-changing. In March 
2015, Mesereau won his third jury trial in a row in fed-
eral court. One month later, he founded Mesereau Law 
Group, Los Angeles. Then in September, he married 
Alice Wang ’03, a UC Hastings alumna with whom he 
has a 2-year-old daughter, Elaina Liu. 
Domestic bliss aside, he shows no signs of mellow-
ing. Mesereau recently defended the rap mogul Suge 
Knight in robbery and murder cases, the latter in which 
Knight was seen on video driving over the alleged 
victim with his truck. 
Besides, Mesereau is still enjoying himself. “When I 
lecture law students, I tell them, ‘If you’re a loner, a mis-
fit, and a rebel, you’ll fit right into criminal defense.’ ”  
And which of these characterizations describes him? 
He smiles. “All of them.” 
Mesereau representing some of his most notorious clients. Top to 
bottom: Actor Robert Blake, “King of Pop” Michael Jackson, and 
rapper Suge Knight. 
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t’s a story worthy of its own workplace drama series: 
The most powerful woman in television abandons 
the executive suite to work among computer geeks.
Maybe the right genre would be mystery: Why did 
Nancy Tellem ’78 leave the plum job of president of 
CBS Entertainment and her mentor, CBS CEO Leslie 
Moonves, to run Xbox Studios?
When you learn the outcome—Xbox Studios was 
shut down just two years after Tellem’s leap because it 
didn’t fit with new Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella’s stra-
tegic vision—the story might morph into dark comedy.
But far from letting the abrupt end of Xbox Studios 
sour her on the new world of interactive entertainment, 
Tellem is pushing the frontier, now serving as executive 
chairman of Interlude, an interactive video technology 
company run by an Israeli rock star.
Tellem has long been fascinated with show busi-
ness. As a student at UC Hastings, she helped start 
Comm/Ent, the UC Hastings Communications and 
Entertainment Law Journal (see page 72 for more), one 
of the first law journals dedicated to the field. After law 
school, she worked as a litigator and then as a lawyer 
in the television industry, but she struggled for years to 
get onto an executive path where she could make the 
decisions that create great TV lineups.
Leaving CBS in 2011 was wrenching, Tellem acknowl-
edges, especially saying good-bye to the team she 
had built over the years. But long known for her great 
instincts—she famously overturned the rejection of a 
little show called Survivor—Tellem sensed that interac-
tivity would transform the entertainment business. 
Tellem had been expecting this change for some 
time. She first noticed signs that audiences were ready 
for interactive TV with HBO’s 2011 debut of Game of 
Thrones, a show that, while not interactive in a tech-
nological sense, compelled active viewing with its 
complex storytelling. Game of Thrones’ viewers watch 
with smartphones in hand, lighting up social media 
networks during broadcasts.
The “digital explosion” was happening, Tellem 
decided, and if she wanted to be part of it, she could 
not stay put. “Whatever change was going to take place 
was not going to be within the traditional media com-
panies,” Tellem said.
after leaving her job as president of Cbs entertainment, 
nanCy tellem ’78 is blazing trails in new media.
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Microsoft was looking to spark in television viewers 
some of the passion displayed by video game fans by 
using the Xbox console to bring interactivity to all sorts 
of entertainment. The software giant recruited Tellem to 
lead Xbox Studios in generating content that used the 
console’s technical capabilities to create interactivity. 
After Microsoft shuttered Xbox Studios, Tellem 
moved on to Interlude, a company she had been advis-
ing. Interlude was born when Israeli rocker Yoni Bloch 
and his band wanted to create a music video in which 
viewers could make their own choices. When the musi-
cians found out that existing software couldn’t provide 
the experience they wanted, they built their own.
Interlude has had success not just with music videos 
but also in creating advertising for Coca-Cola and other 
brands. It’s also partnering with mainstream entertain-
ment companies to repurpose old stories as interactive 
experiences for young audiences. So far, Interlude has 
teamed up with MGM to make an interactive version 
of WarGames, the 1983 movie in which a high school 
hacker accidentally dabbles in potential nuclear annihi-
lation. Original story lines are also in the works.
“We’re just at the beginning of what this kind of 
technology can do, and we’re working with amazing 
creatives,” Tellem said. “For the first time, we’re giving 
them the power to tell the stories they want to tell.” 
Tellem credits her legal education with giving her a 
strong foundation that she can draw upon as an execu-
tive, particularly in the negotiating skills for which she 
is renowned. “The logic, deductive reasoning, how to 
write—all of that has made me a much better execu-
tive on the business side as well as the creative side,” 
Tellem said. 
Now is an opportune time for new attorneys to get 
into the entertainment business, said Tellem, who has 
two sons with her husband, celebrated sports agent 
and Detroit Pistons executive Arn Tellem. Both sons 
followed her advice and went to law school.
“The existing ways in which we have done business 
in entertainment have to be changed and are being 
changed,” she added. “That’s where the fun is for peo-
ple coming out of law school now because, immediately 
out of the gate, you’re not only relying on your legal 
education but applying it in very creative ways.”
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Making Waves
in Hollywood
UC Hastings offers numerous skill-building opportunities for budding entertainment attorneys, from first-rate IP courses to 
a nationally recognized entertainment law journal to 
clinical programs that teach students how to think on 
their feet. So it’s no surprise that alumni have made 
their mark in all facets of Hollywood, often sitting on 
opposite sides of the table from one another. 
Here, meet three eminent graduates who represent 
clients in distinct aspects of the process: One advises 
celebrities, another spearheads complex studio trans-
actions, and the third is an expert in production and 
distribution. The common denominator for all three is 
how well UC Hastings prepared them for their success-
ful careers.
Peter Martin nelson ’79: rePresenting  
toP talent
“I think of myself as a business adviser—a general 
counsel for talent,” said Peter Martin Nelson ’79, who 
represents actors, writers, and directors in film, tele-
vision, and digital media contracts. His distinguished 
client list includes actors David Duchovny and Allison 
Janney, as well as Peter Jackson, who directed the box 
office sensations The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit. 
Nelson, who founded the Santa Monica–based firm 
Nelson Davis in 1986, handles everything from employ-
ment agreements to financing deals to just about 
anything else that his clients might need. 
With the globalization of the entertainment busi-
ness, an increasing number of Nelson’s clients live 
in other countries. “They all need representation in 
Hollywood,” explained Nelson, whose work has become 
so far reaching that the lawyer bought a home in New 
Zealand, where Jackson filmed The Lord of the Rings. 
Looking back on his law school years, Nelson recalled 
with fondness the constitutional law class he took with 
Professor William Lockhart, a renowned member of UC 
Hastings’ 65 Club. “I learned from him a zeal for repre-
senting a client’s position,” Nelson said. “He taught me 
that you have to make that argument no matter what.”
Nelson was also deeply influenced by a seminar 
course with retired U.S. Supreme Court Justice Arthur 
Goldberg. “It was just eight or 10 students,” Nelson 
the high-Profile work of three aluMni reflects the Many 
facets and intricacies of the Movie business. 
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said. “He recommended that we get out in the commu-
nity and meet everyone, not just lawyers. Referrals in 
the entertainment industry typically don’t come from 
other lawyers; they come from being out and about.” 
Goldberg’s advice prompted Nelson to attend the 
Sundance Film Festival for the past 23 years as well 
as numerous other industry events. This guidance 
also motivates Nelson, a competitive sailboat racer, 
to invite entertainment industry colleagues to sail 
with him. “Spending time with business relations is 
important,” he said. “I have many sailors in my boat 
who are also in the entertainment business: an agent, 
two business managers, one of my law firm partners, 
and clients.”
As glamorous as it sounds, entertainment law 
presents its challenges. “People in the entertainment 
business have their self-interest at heart,” he said. “You 
have to figure out, what’s this person trying to accom-
plish? With complex transactions, there are a multitude 
of interests at play, and you don’t always achieve your 
goal by going straight at it.”
That nuanced approach has landed Nelson on the 
Hollywood Reporter’s list of the top 100 entertain-
ment lawyers for each of the past seven years, and the 
publication has described him as “impossible to intim-
idate.” When a studio chief calls him a nasty name, 
Nelson takes it as a badge of honor. “He’s doing that to 
try to get a result. It’s important not to feel like you’re 
everyone’s friend. I often have to play the bad cop,” 
Nelson explained. “My longtime client relationships 
make it worthwhile because we have bonds of trust 
that I work to fulfill every day.”
Matthew thoMpson ’91: hollywood 
deal-Maker
After starting his career as a corporate lawyer, 
Matthew Thompson ’91 decided to specialize not in a 
practice area but in an industry: media. “It’s a widget,” 
Thompson explained. “It’s not a tire-manufacturing 
business in Illinois, but 99 percent of the time, what we 
do is the same.” His job involves mergers and acquisi-
tions, financing, and joint ventures and distribution, he 
said. “It’s just that the entertainment industry is a lot 
higher profile.”
Co-founder of the Century City office of Sidley 
Austin and co-head of Sidley’s media practice firm-
wide, Thompson has been recognized repeatedly by 
Variety as a “Hollywood Dealmaker” and on multiple 
occasions by the Hollywood Reporter as a “Top 100 
Power Lawyer,” and the Daily Journal named him one 
of California’s top 50 entertainment lawyers in its 2015 
“Legal Impact Report.” 
Recent transactions handled by Thompson and 
his Sidley team include the representation of Pilgrim 
Studios (producer of more than 25 on-air television 
programs) in a nine-figure strategic transaction with 
Lionsgate; and the representation of legendary televi-
sion producer Mark Burnett (Survivor, The Apprentice, 
The Voice, and Shark Tank) in the acquisition of his 
and his wife, actress Roma Downey’s, remaining stake 
in United Artists Media Group in exchange for nine 
figures worth of MGM stock. 
When he’s not negotiating major Hollywood 
deals, Thompson serves as co-chair of the UCLA 
Entertainment Symposium, a two-day conference 
attended by hundreds of Hollywood insiders, includ-
ing agents, business managers, producers, and studio 
executives. 
UC Hastings taught Thompson to be a self-starter, he 
said, which is “a crucial character trait for any enter-
tainment lawyer.” In addition, the critical thinking 
skills he acquired in law school are indispensable in 
navigating the entertainment industry’s “constantly 
changing landscape. In every deal, the underlying 
“ People in the entertainment business have their self-interest at heart. ... With complex transactions, there are a multitude of interests at play, 
and you don’t always achieve your goal by going straight at it.  ”   —Peter Martin nelson ’79 
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Harris Tulchin ’78
{ the entertainment law vanguard }
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independent producers, writers, directors, actors, 
animators, and musicians. Tulchin also has many 
European, Asian, and Latin American clients, and 
works as those companies’ “eyes and ears” or “win-
dow” into Hollywood. 
Recently, Tulchin negotiated a $125 million, five- 
picture financing and production deal, which included 
two Martin Scorsese movies and another film star-
ring Academy Award–winner Adrien Brody. Tulchin 
has been an arbitrator for the Independent Film and 
Television Alliance, and he handles copyright and 
trademark matters; acquisitions of all types of rights; 
distribution and product-placement deals; and the 
hiring of directors, actors, writers, and producers. He 
has also produced several movies, including To Sleep 
With Anger, starring Danny Glover; The Lightkeepers, 
starring Richard Dreyfuss and Blythe Danner; and The 
Devil’s Double, directed by Die Another Day director 
Lee Tamahori. 
Further, Tulchin co-authored the three editions of 
The Independent Film Producer’s Survival Guide with 
Mark Halloran ’78. “The book is soup to nuts—it 
covers all phases of the motion picture business, from 
acquisition of rights to digital exploitation of films and 
TV programs in all platforms, territories, and beyond,” 
Tulchin explained. A fourth edition of the book is in 
the works “because the business changes so quickly.”
Tulchin credits UC Hastings with preparing him for 
a varied career in a fast-moving industry, and he still 
maintains “special and long-term relationships” from 
his days as one of the founding editors of Comm/Ent: 
The UC Hastings Communications and Entertainment 
Law Journal. (For more on the journal, see page 72.)
“Whenever there’s an opportunity to deal, meet, or 
talk with UC Hastings alumni—whether on the oppo-
site side or the same side of the business—it’s always 
a pleasure,” he said. “There’s a common bond and 
immediate trust.”
widget is content,” he said. “But transaction structures 
regarding the creation, production, financing, distri-
bution, and consumption of content are constantly 
changing. So not only do you have to understand how 
things work now, you also have to have the ability to 
get out your crystal ball and figure out how things are 
going to work in the future.” 
In fact, one of Thompson’s favorite things about 
entertainment law is “bringing order to the chaos.” 
This involves more than simply representing a client 
as an attorney, he added. It means business guidance. 
“I try really hard to understand my clients’ businesses. 
When I do, I find that my clients rely on me as much 
for business advice as legal advice. I find this to be the 
most rewarding aspect of my practice.”
Harris TulcHin ’78: soup To nuTs
For Harris Tulchin ’78, the best thing about being 
a lawyer and a producer in the film business is the 
variety. “You never get bored because you’re doing 
something different every day,” said Tulchin, who 
handles all phases of deal making in the development, 
financing, production, and distribution of film, TV, and 
new media. 
On one day, Tulchin said, he might negotiate a bank 
loan for a film project, and the next day attend an inter-
national film festival to present a film he produced. Or 
handle guild arbitration. Or negotiate a multi- 
million-dollar deal for an actor. Or pitch a film to a 
studio or acquire foreign remake rights. “It’s really dif-
ferent every day,” he said, “which makes it fun, fresh, 
and exciting.”
At Harris Tulchin & Associates—which is head-
quartered in Santa Monica and has offices in France, 
Brazil, Italy, and Australia—clients have included 
Sony Pictures, MGM/United Artists, Hallmark 
Entertainment, and Lionsgate Pictures; interna-
tional/foreign sales agents and studios abroad; and 
“ Whenever there’s an opportunity to deal, meet, or talk with UC Hastings alumni ... it’s always a pleasure. There’s a common bond and immediate 
trust. ”  —HARRIS tulcHIn ’78
{ the entertainment law vanguard }




or David Fink ’93, managing partner of the Los 
Angeles office of the law firm Kelley Drye & 
Warren, hiring UC Hastings graduates isn’t so 
much a matter of school spirit as it is a matter of UC 
Hastings being a spirited school.
“UC Hastings students seem a little tougher—a little 
more adaptable to working in the real world,” Fink 
said of his alma mater. “When you’re in trial and need 
something overnight, or you want someone with grit 
or someone to come up with a clever idea late at night 
and be committed to the team, that’s who you want.”
And that’s who they have. In fact, of the 17 attorneys 
in Kelley Drye’s Los Angeles office, four—including 
Fink and Lee Brenner ’95, head of the entertainment 
and media practice group—are UC Hastings alumni. 
Many more have passed through the firm’s doors over 
the years before moving on to work for film studios and 
media conglomerates.
“I always know when we hire from UC Hastings, 
we’re going to get a good, well-rounded lawyer,” 
Brenner said. “They have a lack of fear for doing work 
they haven’t done before. They’re not intimidated.”  
That’s important, Brenner said, since Kelley Drye 
handles many high-profile cases through its Century 
City office. 
Recently, Fink represented comedian Roseanne Barr, 
after the parents of George Zimmerman—the man 
acquitted of second-degree murder in the 2012 shoot-
ing death of Trayvon Martin—sued Barr for invasion 
of privacy. Barr was accused of retweeting the family’s 
home address. Fink successfully argued for a summary 
judgment to have the case dismissed. 
The firm also defended film director Steven Spielberg 
and Paramount in a copyright infringement case over 
the movie Disturbia, with the plaintiffs claiming the 
film’s plot was too similar to Alfred Hitchcock’s classic 
Rear Window. Brenner won a motion for summary 
judgment. The firm also handled a case precipitated by 
reality-TV cast members squabbling over Facebook, 
and is representing the estate of Elizabeth Taylor in 
a case against Christie’s auction house concerning 
Taylor’s famed Taj Mahal diamond necklace.
Clientele like that lead some to regard Kelley Drye in 
Los Angeles as simply an entertainment law firm, but 
Los AngeLes entertAinment LAw firm KeLLey Drye & wArren  
Knows thAt UC hAstings ALUmni CAn hit the groUnD rUnning. 
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Fink stresses that the firm is more than that: “We are 
litigators with a specialty in entertainment and media 
matters,” he said. Entertainment and media cases typ-
ically involve copyright and trademark infringement; 
intellectual property and idea submission claims; 
production and distribution and financial disputes; 
and free speech and First Amendment issues. The 
firm also handles a wide variety of business disputes, 
including business litigation matters, class actions, 
real estate cases, and employment litigation. 
UC Hastings graduates enter the workforce ready to 
handle such cases because they are well-prepared for 
life after law school, Fink said. The school’s focus on 
community service—primarily through its extensive 
clinical offerings—gives students real-world legal 
experience, while its moot court and mock trial pro-
grams give students crucial trial experience.
Kelley Drye associate Eric May ’09 was involved in 
UC Hastings’ Civil Justice Clinic as a law student—
an invaluable experience, he said, because he was 
able to litigate real cases under the guidance of his 
professors. 
That experience left him well equipped to han-
dle the rigors of life at a firm. “There’s not a lot of 
hand-holding at UC Hastings,” May said, “and this 
firm gives you lots of responsibility.” 
Brenner recalls his own similar readiness to join the 
workforce after graduating. UC Hastings helped him 
be “ready to hit the ground running. It prepared us for 
what the real world looks like,” he said, citing oppor-
tunities to practice trial advocacy, and an emphasis on 
writing well. 
Sarah Cronin ’07, a senior associate at Kelley Drye, 
pointed to the law school’s “tough academic environ-
ment” as well as its proximity to the courts as great 
preparation for a career as a litigator. The school’s 
“real-world” ethos was enhanced further by virtue of 
being located in San Francisco. 
Fink recruited both Cronin and May through Kelley 
Drye’s on-campus recruitment program, which has 
been curtailed the past few years due to the changing 
economic landscape. But résumés continue to pour 
through the door—and Brenner said he still perks up 
when he sees one from his old school. 
From left: Lee Brenner ’95, Eric May ’09, 
Sarah Cronin ’07, and David Fink ’93.
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he corporate law department office of Nestor 
Barrero ’84 sits on the corner of Main Street 
and Gregory Peck Drive, around the corner from 
a Woody Woodpecker statue that greets passersby 
with outstretched arms, and just up the road from the 
motel where Norman Bates “preserved” his mother, 
and a giant shark whose impeccable sense of timing 
terrorized residents of a New England summer resort 
town. Barrero works on the Universal Studios lot in 
Los Angeles, where, as vice president of employment 
law for NBCUniversal, he deals with issues involving 
discrimination, employee/independent contractor 
classifications, unions, and social media use, and vari-
ous other areas requiring employment law. 
Barrero has been with Universal for 17 years and 
is currently part of a team of seven senior law-
yers who convene biweekly to discuss issues via 
conference call. He has weathered four regime 
changes—Seagram, Vivendi, General Electric, and 
Comcast—each of which had different priorities and 
incorporated new ventures, including film, television, 
cable, English- and Spanish-language broadcast  
stations, digital content distribution, theme parks,  
and more, into the mix of what had to be sorted 
through legally. 
In addition to more conventional employment law 
issues, a daily fixture on Barrero’s plate is the “only in 
show business” type of disputes.
For instance, during the production of a blockbuster 
film for which hundreds of child and adult extras 
were hired, many of the latter had their own offspring 
in tow when they showed up on the set. The young 
extras and the “non-actor” children quickly commin-
gled, and when it came time to shoot the scene (they 
essentially had to run away in panic from a giant crea-
ture), it became impossible to distinguish between 
the children, and they all wound up in the scene. If 
this didn’t make members of the legal department to 
scream in terror themselves, it was cause for con-
sternation and teeth gnashing as they scrambled to 
obtain the applicable work permits. 
It’s all part of conducting business in Hollywood, 
Colombia-born nestor barrero ’84 handles the whole  
speCtrum of employment law issues—from the routine to the 
glitzy—for nbCuniversal media.
{ the entertainment law vanguard }
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Barrero said. “There are not a lot of industries that hire 
hundreds of people for the day, particularly children.”  
The constantly changing landscape of the workplace 
also presents a challenge. One example—not unique 
to Hollywood—is people who bring service animals to 
work. In many cases, Barrero noted, workers say they 
need the animals for emotional support rather than 
for disabilities such as blindness. He said this raises 
questions of liability, allergies, cleanliness, care, and 
whether the animals are a medical or psychological 
necessity, or just a personal preference. 
Another question is how to deal with workers who 
use marijuana for medicinal purposes, which is legal 
in California. However, where public or employee 
safety is a concern, such as whether an employee may 
operate a vehicle while under the influence, it’s clear 
that drug impairment of any type is not permitted.
Not surprisingly in an industry known for glamor-
ous actors and elaborate sets, unsanctioned photos, 
tweets about what actor is up for what role, and other 
unapproved content find their way online, and offend-
ers have to be reprimanded or even fired. 
 “Millennials in particular grew up at a time when 
everything in their lives is on Facebook or shared 
online,” Barrero said. “When they come into the work-
place, they wonder why it should be any different here. 
Well, it is different, and younger employees are one 
group that needs to be trained about confidentiality 
and what is not acceptable in social media.” 
For all these reasons and others, when a new TV 
series is revving up or an old one returning, or before 
a film production, Barrero sometimes conducts short 
training seminars to advise talent and crew about 
what might be construed as harassment, offensive 
speech, discrimination, inappropriate use of social 
media, and pertinent changes in the law.   
COMMITTED TO SERVICE
The Universal lot is a far cry from Barrero’s native 
Bogota, Colombia. When he was 2 years old, his family 
migrated to California to find temporary work but 
wound up staying permanently. Law, he said, was 
never on his radar, as he did not grow up with any 
lawyers in his family or with access to legal mentors. 
“I always considered a career in law to be beyond my 
reach,” he recalled.
After graduating from UCLA with a BA in psychol-
ogy, he landed a job as a claims representative for 
an insurance company, handling liability and work-
ers’ compensation cases. There, Barrero often found 
himself dealing with lawyers whose demand letters 
were rife with misspellings, who routinely submit-
ted boilerplate documents with only the names of 
the parties altered, and who seemed to have never 
considered arguments that he raised on his clients’ 
behalf. Realizing that he might be better suited for 
this work than some of the attorneys he encountered, 
he enrolled at UC Hastings to earn his JD.
As a law student, Barrero was impressed that his 
classmates in the early 1980s consisted of a diverse 
group of former nurses, graduate students, doctors, 
journalists, women returning to the workplace after 
raising children, and people from many other walks  
of life. 
UC Hastings is also where he met his wife, Zinnia 
Coronel ’85, who was one of a group of students that 
he mentored. Today, Coronel is a workers’ com-
pensation lawyer representing employers, and the 
couple have two daughters, Karina (who lives in San 
Francisco) and Laura, who recently started working at 
Universal. 
After law school, he joined a Los Angeles law firm 
that specialized in maritime law, personal injury, 
“ Millennials in particular grew up at a time when everything in their lives is on Facebook or shared online. ... Younger employees are one 
group that needs to be trained about confidentiality and what is not 
acceptable in social media. ” —Nestor Barrero ’84
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and product liability cases. “But it was after tack-
ling some employment law cases that I had my ‘aha’ 
moment,” he said. “Employment law was a great fit for 
my personality and background in psychology, and it 
is a dynamic and rapidly changing specialty.”
He then moved to Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & 
Hampton, where he “found mentors who encouraged 
me to refine my knowledge,” Barrero said. “Having UC 
Hastings on your résumé opens doors. I don’t think I 
would have been hired by a big law firm like Sheppard 
Mullin without having it on my résumé.”
After Sheppard Mullin, Barrero served as a senior 
counsel at Union Bank, one of California’s largest 
financial institutions. Then, in 1998, an acquaintance 
from Sheppard Mullin who was leaving her in-house 
employment lawyer position at Universal Studios sug-
gested he submit his résumé. The rest is history. 
Today, Barrero devotes part of his time to men-
toring. He works with the National Hispanic Bar 
Association and the National Employment Law 
Council, the latter group consisting of minority law-
yers who represent the defense (management) side of 
employment law. Barrero is enthusiastic about help-
ing minority and Hispanic students interested in legal 
or entertainment careers and frequently offers advice 
on how to use their bilingual skills to their advantage. 
He is also deeply committed to pro bono work. He 
has sat on the boards of several nonprofit organiza-
tions, including the UCLA Academic Advancement 
Program, the Constitutional Rights Foundation, and 
the Los Angeles Universal Preschool. Additionally, 
through KIND (Kids in Need of Defense), another pro 
bono legal group, he recently helped an abused and 
abandoned teenage Guatemalan girl remain in the 
United States. 
In part because of his background, mentoring, and 
position at Universal, in 2007 and 2015 Barrero was 
recognized by the Imagen Foundation as one of the 
most influential Latinos in his field. 
Like anyone who has been at a job for many years, 
Barrero has days when he feels stressed. But, he said, 
he still gets no sympathy from his spouse. “She’ll tell 
me, ‘What are you complaining about? You work on a 
movie lot,’ ” he added with a laugh. 
“ It was after tackling some employment law cases that 
  I had my ‘aha’ moment.
  Employment law was a great 
  fit for my personality and 
  background in psychology, 
and it is a dynamic and rapidly 
changing specialty. ”
  —nestor barrero ’84
{ the entertainment law vanguard }
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That ,s a Rap
L
awyers don’t normally boast about having an 
extensive rap sheet, but in the case of Kae Hope 
Echiverri Ranoa ’10, it’s a good thing.
That’s because in addition to being an attorney, this 
31-year-old UC Hastings alumna is an accomplished 
hip-hop artist with four albums and numerous per-
forming gigs to her credit. 
Born in the Philippines, Hopie (her rapper name) 
migrated to the United States at age 3 with her 
mother to escape the political turmoil enveloping her 
homeland. 
“I grew up very aware of the political situation that 
drove us out of our country,” Hopie said, adding that 
they arrived in San Francisco with little money and 
lived in some tough neighborhoods throughout her 
childhood. “I grew up feeling angry, helpless. My 
mother felt very empowered because she was a lawyer. 
That made me really want to pursue a career in law,” 
Hopie said. 
Hopie’s mother forbade her from listening to music 
on the radio, an edict Hopie skirted around. When 
asked how her mother feels about her rap career, Hopie 
laughed. “She likes that I’m a lawyer.”
When Hopie began rapping in junior high school, she 
felt hip-hop was politically charged, and she saw it as 
an outlet for self-expression and a way to empower 
other people. She describes herself as a “very personal 
rapper. The personal is political. I don’t like to get 
preachy.”
When Hopie entered UC Hastings, the diversity of 
the student body took her by pleasant surprise. She 
was also impressed with the variety of ethnicities and 
sexual identities, and the political consciousness of 
the students. “It’s not how I pictured law school at all,” 
she said.
In the beginning, her friends advised her to take 
a break from music and concentrate on law school 
because the first year is the hardest. “That didn’t last 
long,” she said with a laugh. In fact, she released her 
first recording that year and three in total while at  
UC Hastings. 
Today, Hopie works in an Oakland law office with 
her mother and with her best friend, focusing on 
cases involving immigration, adoption, bankruptcy, 
employment, and family law—“areas that affect our 
community,” she stressed. Some of her clients come 
from the hip-hop world. 
Rapping has taken a back seat lately while Hopie 
gears up her law practice. But her new career presents 
another challenge. No longer a “struggling student,” 
she said, “part of what I’m questioning now is, ‘What 
do lawyers rap about?’ It’s a very personal kind of 
question I have to answer.”
But she sees the two ventures as supporting each 
other. “Hip-hop has a place in law, and law has a place 
in hip-hop.” 
She’d better wear shades because it appears Hopie 
has a bright future in both. 
A UC HAstings AlUmnA empowers And edUCAtes tHroUgH 
lAw—And Hip-Hop mUsiC.
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MAYA DILLARD SMITH ’14
THe new execuTIve DIRecToR of THe AcLu of GeoRGIA 
DIScuSSeS A fuLfILLInG cAReeR DevoTeD To pubLIc poLIcY.
Q: Your career prior to 
law school focused on 
public policy, judicial 
administration, and violence 
prevention, which seems 
tailor-made for your current 
role at the ACLU. Would you 
share some highlights? 
A:  When I was an undergraduate at 
UC Berkeley, I met the then–act-
ing dean of the Goldman School 
of Public Policy, who encour-
aged me to apply to graduate 
school. I ended up at Harvard’s 
John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. I was one of the 
youngest students admitted 
that year, all of 21 years old.
While there, one of my first 
classes was on the judiciary and 
interbranch governance. It was 
right after the election scandal 
of 2000, and the class opened 
my eyes to how the judiciary 
branch administers the law. I 
realized that of all the branches 
of government, we citizens 
know the least about the judi-
ciary. I became very passionate 
about it.
My first job after the Kennedy 
School was with the Judicial 
Council of California, in the 
Administrative Office of 
the Courts. I was one of a 
two-member team charged 
with implementing jury system 
reform after the courts con-
solidated from municipal and 
superior trial courts to a single 
trial court. 
I subsequently chaired 
Oakland’s Violence Prevention 
and Public Oversight 
Committee, a $200 million, 
Maya Dillard Smith ’14 recently moved with her family from 
Oakland to Atlanta to become the executive director of the 
ACLU of Georgia. Armed with a master’s in public policy from 
Harvard and a JD from UC Hastings, she has built a rewarding 
career through innate talent, perseverance, and the cultivation 
of relationships. Dillard Smith shared insights about her career 
trajectory, her goals for the ACLU of Georgia, growing up in a 
politically active family, and the importance of mentors.
{ point of view }
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10-year initiative to fund 
community policing, violence 
prevention programs, and fire 
services. I think the city leaders 
initially thought we’d be a rub-
ber-stamp committee, but we 
were nothing like that. We held 
the police and city administra-
tion accountable for how they 
were using the funding. At the 
same time, I was the director of 
violence prevention for the city 
and county of San Francisco 
under Mayor Gavin Newsom. 
I also served on the California 
Commission on Judicial 
Performance. The commission 
enforces the code of judicial 
ethics and serves as a whistle- 
blower organization to ensure 
the public’s trust and confi-
dence in the judiciary. I was 
one of 11 commissioners who 
investigated and adjudicated 
allegations of judicial miscon-
duct. It was fascinating. 
Q: How did you end up at the 
ACLU of Georgia?
A: I had worked on some projects 
with the executive director of 
the ACLU’s Northern California 
office. Every now and then, he’d 
run job opportunities by me. He 
thought of me when he heard 
about the Georgia position and 
passed my name along. 
Atlanta is one of the larg-
est metropolitan areas in the 
country, and Georgia has the 
second-largest number of coun-
ties of any state, which makes it 
a particularly interesting place 
to advance legislative and advo-
cacy agendas. We’ve got eight 
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continuation of the work of the 
generations that have preceded 
me. I feel grateful to have the 
opportunity to advance our fun-
damental rights and liberties.
Q: How did your childhood 
inform your own parenting 
and career? 
A: I’m a single mom of three 
daughters, ages 20, 10, and 8. 
I was 16 and a junior in high 
school when my eldest was 
born. I’ve been on my own 
since then, making it through 
UC Berkeley, Harvard, and UC 
Hastings with my kids. I tend to 
accept things as they are—not 
always without a fight—but I 
try to appreciate that there is 
something greater and better 
to come. I try not to get bogged 
down in the what-ifs because 
life continues. Every day, my 
kids get up and they have to be 
at school, and they have to eat, 
and I’ve got to put on my game 
face, and be ready to meet the 
world for them. Then, I’ve got 
my personal passion, which is 
my work. Fortunately, my girls 
are ecstatic about my new role. 
I come from a family that 
is active in public service, 
politics, and the community. 
I was immersed in politics 
growing up. My mother was 
involved in all the local and 
state Democratic clubs. She was 
a delegate to the Democratic 
Convention in 1988 and ran the 
Northern California campaign 
for Dianne Feinstein for gov-
ernor. We’d go to school, and 
then we’d go to a campaign 
“
As I take on this new 
role, it is not lost on 
me that my work at 
the ACLU is a contin-
uation of the work of 
the generations that 
have preceded me. I 
feel grateful to have the 
opportunity to advance 
our fundamental rights 
and liberties.” 
primary areas of focus: ending 
mass incarceration; voting, 
reproductive, immigration, and 
LGBT rights; and issues sur-
rounding privacy, racial justice, 
and religious freedom. 
I’m lucky that I get to work 
with an incredible board and 
incredible national organization 
to develop a comprehensive 
multiyear strategic plan. We 
want to create a flagship affil-
iate in Atlanta, and we’re well 
positioned to effectuate consid-
erable change. 
Before Plessy v. Ferguson and 
Brown v. Board of Education, 
my great-great-grandfather 
was the plaintiff in Wysinger v. 
Crookshank, a case that ended 
public school segregation in 
California. As I take on this 
new role, it is not lost on me 
that my work at the ACLU is a 
{ point of view }
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headquarters. I phone banked. 
I walked precincts. My mother 
is a woman of integrity and 
remarkable resolve. I’ve tried to 
mimic her in the endeavors that 
I’ve undertaken throughout my 
career.
Q: In 2010, you briefly ran 
for mayor of Oakland. Do 
you still harbor political 
ambitions?
A: I was in the first class of Emerge 
California, a political training 
program that aims to train 
Democratic women to run for 
and win elected office. I started 
the process to run for mayor, 
but I pulled out before the 
election. I never wanted to be in 
politics growing up. I resented 
the amount of time my mother 
spent away from home. I wanted 
to know why she couldn’t be 
a Girl Scout mom who just 
baked cookies and came to PTA 
meetings. However, as I forge 
my own path in life, I realize 
how much those early days have 
influenced who I am, the work 
that I do, and the leader I’ve 
become. And I am so incredibly 
grateful for them. 
I don’t currently have a desire 
to run for office again, but who 
knows what will happen down 
the line?
Q: How did your experience at 
UC Hastings prepare you for 
your role at the ACLU?
A: Law school was a wonderful 
three-year sabbatical from my 
paid career. In my day job, I 
put out fires all day long. At UC 
Hastings, I was working just as 
hard, but I was raising my hand 
and learning, and the worst 
that could happen was that I 
didn’t know the answers. I was 
consistently given opportunities 
to talk about the public policy 
consequences of black letter law 
and also benefited considerably 
from a couple of judicial extern-
ships while I was a law student.
Professor Radhika Rao’s 
thought leadership and schol-
arship greatly influenced me. 
She created space for students 
to have intellectual discussions 
about tough issues that we are 
not allowed to have in the tra-
ditional political sector. A huge 
part of her work is assistive 
reproductive technology, which 
involves complicated privacy 
and reproductive rights matters 
that my ACLU affiliate will be 
focusing on. 
The ACLU is one of the preem-
inent public interest law firms 
in the country, and the training 
that I received in civil and crim-
inal procedure will help me as 
I work with the affiliate’s legal 
director to initiate and advance 
impact litigation in Georgia. 
Q: What would you say to 
newly minted lawyers about 
the importance of making 
connections and mentoring?  
A: When I advise young people 
who are eager to effect change 
and pursue their passions, I tell 
them that I sought out people 
I respected and admired. I 
asked them about their career 
paths, and I was unafraid to 
seek advice and talk about my 
interests. 
I recommend following up 
when people offer to help. If 
someone said, “Call me,” I did, 
and I still do. Persistence pays. 
It’s not enough to send an email. 
I send handwritten notes and 
call people on the phone. I also 
send notes to thank people 
in my network for the impact 
they’ve had on my career. 
 Relationships are about 
reciprocity. Offer to volunteer, 
and make yourself available to 
your mentors and contacts. As 
I’ve advanced in my career, I’ve 
learned how to make value- 
added connections among 
people in my network, and I’ve 
come to appreciate the impor-
tance of cultivating, facilitating, 
and sustaining relationships. 
I pay it forward because of the 
people who did it for me.
“
I tend to accept 
things as they are—
not always without 
a fight—but I try to 
appreciate that there is 
something greater and 
better to come. I try not 
to get bogged down in 
the what-ifs because 
life continues.” 
class 
n   tes
’15
Cecilia Lipp is the 
executive director 
of the International 
Action Network for 
Gender Equity and Law 
(IANGEL). IANGEL is an 
international network 
of lawyers who believe 
in gender equality and 
justice for all people. The 
organization harnesses 
the power of volunteer 
lawyers, and uses it to 
promote and help secure 
equity and rights for 
women and girls locally, 
nationally, and around 
the world. / Cliff Smoot 
wrote: “On Sept. 12, 2015, 
I married the love of my 
life, Darcy Leigh Nelson. 
We met the weekend 
before I began my 1L 
year at UC Hastings. 
Our wedding guests 
included Austin Raines 
and John Fitzpatrick, as 
well as my employer, 
Debra Bogaards ’81, who 
is also an officer with 
the UC Hastings board 
of trustees.” / After four 
years practicing in the 
Bay Area, David Yoshida 
moved home to Southern 
California, where he now 
practices at Catanese 
& Wells in Westlake 
Village. He specializes 
in representing horse 
owners and buyers in 
equine disputes, resolving 
trust and estate issues, 




published a letter in 
the American Journal 
of Emergency Medicine 




Research: A Proposal for 
Revising the Rule.”
/ After spending four 
years with Hanson 
Bridgett, Ryan Harrison 
is joining his twin 
brother, Bryan Harrison, 
and other partners, in 
establishing a personal 
injury and labor law firm 
with offices throughout 
California. / Jalpa Shah 
runs the immigration 
law sector in The Chugh 
Firm’s Atlanta office.
’13
Judith Gallardo wrote: “In 
November 2014, I started 
working with La Raza 
Centro Legal, a nonprofit 
community law center 
with 42 years of history 
in the Mission District of 
San Francisco. I am the 
eviction defense attorney 
and coordinator of the 
Housing Law Program. 
I help families fight to 
stay in their homes or to 
obtain a fair settlement 
that will give them time 
and money for moving.” / 
Nicolette Nowak wrote: “I 
took a job with Upwork, 
formerly Elance-oDesk. I 
joined its award-winning, 
innovative legal team as a 
legal fellow. Very excited 
to be working in-house at 
such a dynamic company 
that is reshaping the way 
we work.”
’12
Morgan Muir wrote: 
“In November 2015, I 
made the very difficult 
decision to leave UCSF 
and to close my private 
practice, Morgan Muir 
Law, after two and a half 
years in business, to join 
the health care practice 
group at Nossaman. It was 
exactly the right decision 
for me, and I am very 
happy in my new role.”
 / Matthew Peck joined 
Hanson Bridgett’s San 
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Francisco office as a 
litigation associate who 
focuses on complex civil 
litigation in federal and 
state courts. / David 
Simson joined Goodwin 
Procter as an IP litigation 
associate in the San 
Francisco office. / S. C. 
Thomas wrote: “Partner 
Hans, service dog Luther, 
and I have moved to 
sunny Sacramento, 
where I have begun a 
mediation career with the 
California Department 
of Fair Employment and 
Housing.”
’11
Elizabeth Aakhus and 
Christopher McGinnis 
’10 welcomed their baby 
boy, Roland Phoenix 
McGinnis, in June 2015. 
/ Bettina R. Schlegel 
wrote: “I got married 
in October 2014 and 
moved to New York City. 
In March 2015, I started 
working as a senior 
program associate in the 
Center for Immigration 
and Justice at the Vera 
Institute of Justice, 
where I help oversee 
and evaluate the Legal 
Orientation Program for 
adults in immigration 
detention.” / Elizabeth 
Tran has been selected 
to Super Lawyers 
magazine’s 2015 Northern 
California Rising Stars 
list and San Francisco 
magazine’s Top Women 
Attorneys in Northern 
California list. Elizabeth 
is an associate attorney 
at Cotchett, Pitre & 
McCarthy in the Bay Area. 
She focuses her practice 
on prosecuting antitrust 
class actions and other 
complex litigation. 
’10 
Alan Bishop joined 
Hanson Bridgett’s San 
Francisco office. He 
focuses on construction 
law. Alan is also a 
licensed civil engineer. 
/ Chialei (Ray) Hsu wrote: 
“Hired my first full-
time associate attorney, 
filed two wage and hour 
class action cases in Los 
Angeles Superior Court, 
and am preparing to 
engage in my first jury 
trial in Los Angeles 
Superior Court long cause 
trial department.” / Dunn 
Carney litigation attorney 
Josh Stadtler has been 
elected to a two-year 
term as secretary of the 
board of directors for 
Portland Homeless Family 
Solutions (PHFS). PHFS is 
a nonprofit organization 
that assists homeless 
families with children in   
moving back into housing 
and staying there long 
term. 
’09
Christopher A. Adams 
joined the Westlake 
Village-based law firm of 
Nevers, Palazzo, Packard, 
Wildermuth, & Wynner 
as employment and 
litigation counsel. Chris 
specializes in defending 
employers and resolving 
employment and labor 
disputes across the 
spectrum of employment 
discrimination, wage and 
hour violations, wrongful 
termination, and 
workplace harassment, 
for both class action and 
individual claims. / Conor 
M. Kelly was nominated 
as San Francisco Trial 
Lawyer of the Year for 
a $36 million verdict 
obtained in a difficult 
liability personal injury 
case. / Adam Maldonado 
was originally appointed 
by the San Francisco 
Superior Court in 2013 
but was recently elected 
to serve as chair of the 
San Francisco Juvenile 
Justice Commission, 
overseeing the welfare 
and treatment of youth 
detained at Juvenile 
Hall and throughout 
San Francisco. / Rester 
John Nonato teaches 
business law at the 
Ateneo de Manila 
University Graduate 
School of Business in the 
Philippines.
’08
Joseph Azam joined 
News Corp. in New York 
as senior vice president, 
and legal and chief 
compliance officer. Joseph 
oversees compliance 
and investigations in the 
areas of anti-corruption, 
antitrust, trade and 
sanctions, privacy, 
and business conduct 
for News Corp. and its 
affiliated companies.
 / Adam Engelhart is a 
reference attorney at 
Thomson Reuters. / 
Lisa P. Mak joined the 
firm of Minami Tamaki 
in its consumer and 
employee rights group. 
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Elizabeth Aakhus ‘11
Joseph Azam ‘08
She also joined the 
board of directors of 
API Legal Outreach, 
a nonprofit that 
provides legal services 
to marginalized, low-
income communities.
/ Tim Phillips welcomed a 
baby girl in January 2015. 
He continues to represent 
people in plaintiff-
side employment and 
police misconduct 
cases in Minneapolis. 
In addition, he has 
represented dozens of 
social justice activists in 
protest-related criminal 
cases. / Rachel Rubin is 
a director and senior 
counsel, marketing and 
trademarks, at Netflix in 
Beverly Hills.
’07
Lisa Battista is an 
attorney with Gwire Law 
Offices in Emeryville, 
representing plaintiffs in 
legal malpractice actions. 
/ Edward Chung and 
Clarisse Wong celebrated 
the second anniversary 
of their firm, Crossroads 
Legal Group, in August 
and welcomed their son, 
Emmanuel Caleb Chung, 
into the world on Oct. 29. 
They reside and practice 
in Mountain View. / In 
2012, Jose Vergara opened 
his own immigration and 
family law practice in 
Walnut Creek. In October 
2015, Jose represented 
the Walnut Creek Racket 
Club at the United States 
Tennis Association’s 
(USTA) National 
Championships, in Indian 
Wells, California.
’06
After spending two years 
in St. Louis, Grace Lee 
recently moved back 
to the Bay Area to join 
Gensler as its Northwest 
regional counsel. / Erin 
Sedloff and Ted Dayno 
were married on Sept. 6, 
2015, in Maui surrounded 
by many great friends. 
’05
Amy Harrington wrote: “I 
am continuing to practice 
trusts and estates law. I 
have my own firm in San 
Francisco. I am an editor 
of the CEB practice guide 
for conservatorships and 
regularly give talks on 
various probate topics. 
My girls are now 12 and 
9, and life is good!” / 
Elizabeth Masson joined 
Hanson Bridgett’s San 
Francisco office in the 
firm’s employee benefits 
practice group. / Brittany 
M. Novotny wrote: “In 
January, I joined National 
Litigation Law Group, 
a consumer rights firm 
based in Oklahoma 
City. After just six 
months with the firm, 
I was promoted to lead 
managing attorney, and 
I now manage a team 
of a dozen attorneys 
who handle consumer 
debt cases around 
the country.” / Susan 
Swan was awarded 
Super Lawyers Rising 
Stars, San Diego Daily 
Transcript Top Attorney 
in Labor & Employment 
(10 selected in San Diego), 
and San Diego Business 
Journal Best of the Bar.
’04
Damon Juha was included 
on the Top 100 Up-and-
Coming Rising Stars 
list by Super Lawyers 
magazine. Damon is 
a partner at Freeman, 
Freeman & Smiley, where 
he focuses on real estate 
transactions. He and his 
wife, Stacie Smiley, reside 
in Pacific Palisades with 
their two daughters, 
Addison and Peyton.
/ Graham Mills wrote: 
“On Aug. 16, my wife 
and I welcomed our 
baby boy, Graham ‘Gray’ 
Mills Jr., into our family. 
Big sister Audrey (now 
5 years old) loves her 
little brother!” / Demian 
Oksenendler wrote: “I 
Tim Phillips ‘08 and his daughter
Amy Harrington ‘05
Erin Sedloff ‘06 and Ted Dayno ‘06 Brittany M. Novotny ‘05
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had a great 2015. I was 
asked to give multiple 
CLE presentations to 
various professional 
organizations and 
also assumed the 
chairmanship of the 
State Bar’s Committee 
on Group Insurance 
Programs. I adopted two 
kittens with wife Alyson 
Cabrera ‘02. I am proud of 
riding my bike 136 miles 
in one day in the Marin 
Century on Aug. 1.” / Ross 
Oliver married Matthew 
Tague ’05 on Oct. 3, 2015, 
in Los Angeles. They met 
at UC Hastings and live 
and work in New York. 
Ross is the senior counsel 
and chief compliance 
officer at Crestview 
Partners, a private equity 
firm.
’03
John Bauman joined 
Ruberry, Stalmack & 
Garvey in Chicago. 
/ Oliver Foerster was 
appointed to the board 
of directors of Globalaw, 
a worldwide network 
of more than 115 
independent law firms 
with over 4,500 lawyers 
in 175 cities. / Michael 
Gorback is a partner at 
Hanson Bridgett, where 
he chairs the emerging 
companies group. / 
Arthur B. Macomber 
wrote: “UC Hastings 
develops judges, and I 
considered that path. 
However, Idaho has a 
passive judiciary, so I am 
running for the Idaho 
House of Representatives. 
The law practice remains 
open, and I look forward 
to your support!”
/ Arturo E. Sandoval 
wrote: “Happy to report 
this is my seventh year at 
Foley & Mansfield. Plus I 
am starting a real estate 
investment company 
in Los Angeles. I am 
looking forward to this 
new business venture.” 
/ Rebekah (Jackson) 
Sapirstein is a senior 
director at BNY Mellon 
Wealth Management. 
She is responsible for new 
business development 
in the San Francisco 
region, and works 
with individuals and 
families to identify how 
BNY Mellon Wealth 
Management’s investment 
and wealth management 
capabilities can help 




wrote: “I have been 
working as an 
administrative law judge 
for the state of Arizona for 
approximately two years. 
I will celebrate 10 years of 
marriage to my husband 
this August.”
’01
Gov. Jerry Brown 
recently appointed 
Patrick McKinney as 
assistant secretary 
for legal affairs and 
general counsel for the 
California Department 
of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation. / Melia 
(Stevens) Powell wrote: 
“Since graduating with 
a global studies major 
from CSUMB, I moved 
to Alaska, had a child, 
moved to Virginia, moved 
to Santa Cruz, obtained a 
JD from UC Hastings, and 
Oliver Foerster ‘03
Patrick McKinney ‘01 with family and Gov. Jerry Brown
Demian Oksenendler ‘04
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had another child. I am 
currently the supervising 
staff attorney at Senior 
Citizens Legal Services in 
Santa Cruz. We provide 
no-cost legal services to 
senior citizens in Santa 
Cruz and San Benito 
counties.”
’00
Bryan Murphy and his 
wife, Nicole, welcomed 
Avalyn Mckenzie Murphy 
to the family on Oct. 30, 
2015. Bryan continues 
in asset management 
and development for a 
real estate company, BM 
Lindsey. / Katie Silberman 
wrote: “I am delighted 
to be back at my alma 
mater, Brown University, 
working in the Office of 
Government Relations 
& Community Affairs. I 
live in Providence, Rhode 
Island, with my husband 
Bryan Knapp, a professor 
of history at Connecticut 
College, and our boys 
Lincoln, 9, and Haven, 5.”
’99
Robert Allen Doles, 
regional director, 
Department of Labor, 
Compliance Division, 
has been promoted to 
director of operations, 
western division. / 
Karen (Freeman) Landers 
completed her fifth year 
as general counsel for the 
San Diego Metropolitan 
Transit System, a public 
agency that operates 
bus and light rail transit 
service in San Diego 
County. / Ian Wallach 
wrote: “I am a trial 
lawyer in Los Angeles. 
Recently, four days 
into trial, a prosecutor 
dismissed a case as the 
officer wasn’t credible 
(client faced 16 years). I 
am married and my wife 
and 4-year-old daughter 
are rock stars.”
’98
Peter Meringolo wrote: 
“I have started a new 
law firm called PMRK 
Law. We offer business 
litigation and insurance 
recovery services. We 
mostly represent business 
plaintiffs.”
’97
This year, Gary Burcham 
and David Zugman will 
celebrate the 15-year 
anniversary of their firm, 
Burcham & Zugman, 
which specializes in trial 
and appellate federal 
criminal defense and civil 
rights litigation. / Craig 
Enochs was named to the 
Best Lawyers in America 
for Derivatives Law for 
2015.
’96
Sunil Kulkarni was 
appointed to the Santa 
Clara County Superior 
Court and is the first 
South Asian American 
appointed to the state 
bench in Northern 
California. 
’95
Karen Gibbs wrote: “After 
two years as partner with 
Crowell & Moring in the 
health care, antitrust, 
and intellectual property 
groups, in 2009 I returned 
to Applied Medical, 
managing legal matters 
globally and allowing for 
some travel abroad while 
A Climate for Change
Julia Olson ’97, founder, executive director and chief 
legal counsel of Our Children’s Trust, has launched 
an effort to establish the legal right to a healthy 
atmosphere and a stable climate. “Climate change is the 
biggest threat to our children,” Julia said. “Our political 
branches of government around the country have failed 
to meaningfully protect our fundamental rights to a 
healthy atmosphere.” Seeking science-based climate 
recovery plans, Julia has mobilized youth and recruited 
pro bono lawyers, enabling them to bring federal, state, 
and local actions demanding that relief.
Sunil Kulkarni ‘96
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raising sons Charlie, 16, 
and Derek, 11.” 
/ In August, Robert Haga 
was appointed as an 
administrative law judge 
at the California Public 
Utilities Commission. 
/ Hina Shah recently 
became the director of the 
Women’s Employment 
Rights Clinic at Golden 
Gate University School of 
Law. The clinic represents 
low-wage workers in the 
Bay Area and trains the 
next generation of social 
justice advocates.
’94
Steve Allen wrote: “I 
transferred 12 units to 
UC Hastings from the 
National Autonomous 
University of Mexico 
(UNAM) in the early 
1990s. While recently 
vacationing in Mexico 
City, on my way to Cuba 
to see my son perform 
with Circuba 2015, I took 
a few photos with the 
campus library in the 
background” (below). 
/ Meredith Richardson 
wrote: “I have been 
doing mediation, conflict 
coaching, and training 
since 2006 in Maine 
and New Hampshire. In 
2016, I plan to offer these 
services in New Orleans 
as well.” / Leslie Hyman 
was honored with one of 
16 Outstanding Lawyers 
Awards by the San 
Antonio Business Journal.
’93
Teresa Sexton Cole 
wrote: “I am excited 
to say that I have been 
elected to serve as chair 
for 2016 and become the 
statewide chair of the 
Virginia Collaborative 
Professionals in 2017. 
Collaborative divorce is 
becoming known as ‘the 
better way to divorce.’ 
Having practiced as 
a divorce attorney for 
over 20 years, I am 
excited to be leading 
other professionals in 
my state in offering 
families this opportunity 
for transformation and 
growth while going 
through their divorce 
process.”
’92
Apalla Chopra and Brian 
Whitten have been 
married for 20 years. 
Apalla is a partner at 
O’Melveny & Myers and 
heads the firm’s labor and 
employment practice. She 
was recently recognized 
by the Daily Journal 
Steve Allen ‘94 in Mexico
Hina Shah ‘95
Brown Is the New White
Steve Phillips ’97 has worn many hats: law student, 
civil rights lawyer, founder of a national coalition. 
From his bottom-up to top-down efforts in political 
equality, Steve has looked closely at the relevant issues 
for over three decades. And now he has taken on the 
role of author. In his book, Brown Is the New White: 
How the Demographic Revolution Has Created a New 
American Majority, Steve examines the demographics 
of voters and shows how progressive whites and people 
of color make up the majority of voters right now—the 
new American majority—and why this matters. The 
book was published in February 2016. 
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across the plaza to 
become the bankruptcy 
restructuring group of the 
national litigation firm 
of Robins Kaplan. This 
followed my induction 
in Washington, D.C., as 
a fellow of the American 
College of Bankruptcy.” 
/ Entertainment lawyer 
Janine Small recently 
started her own firm 
in New York City. Her 
client roster includes 
major artists and festival 
properties. She is also 
the current chair of 
the ABA Forum on the 
Entertainment and Sports 
Industries. 
’90
Cynthia Alkon was 
recently awarded 
tenure and promoted to 
professor of law at the 
Texas A&M University 
School of Law in Fort 
Worth. / Jean L. Batman 
authored the fourth 
edition of the American 
Bar Association’s book Of 
Counsel, A Guide for Law 
Firms and Practitioners. 
/ Thomas M. Buckley 
was recently selected by 
his peers for inclusion 
in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2016 in the fields 
of commercial litigation 
and insurance law. / 
Bruce Peotter wrote: “It 
is very exciting that I 
have moved my family to 
Colorado after practicing 
in California for 25 years. 
I have been a member of 
the Colorado Bar since 
1994, but now I get to use 
it full time.” / Shannon 
Underwood lives in 
Bellevue, Washington, 
and works in industrial 
development. She and 
her husband, David, are 
nearing completion of a 
manufacturing center 
and are about to start 
another. Shannon reports 
she is down to one child 
at home.
Thomas Buckley ‘90
Of Counsel, by Jean L. Batman ‘90
as one of the Top 100 
Lawyers in California. 
Brian practiced law in 
Los Angeles for four 
years and then made a 
career change and joined 
the Los Angeles Police 
Department. Brian is 
a captain and is the 
commanding officer of 
the North Hollywood 
Patrol Division. Apalla 
and Brian live in Rancho 
Palos Verdes with their 
three children.
’91
David Shemano wrote: 
“After practicing at a 
boutique in Century 
City for 15 years, my 
partners and I moved 
Utility Player
The Washington State Senate unanimously confirmed 
Ann Rendahl ’92 as commissioner of the Washington 
Utilities and Transportation Commission (UTC). Gov. 
Jay Inslee appointed Ann to a six-year term that runs 
until Jan. 1, 2021. Ann had been the agency’s legislative 
and policy director since 2010. She was previously 
the director of the commission’s Administrative Law 
Division. The UTC regulates the rates and services of the 
state’s investor-owned electric and natural gas utilities, 
landline telephone companies, solid waste haulers, and 
private water systems, among other industries. The 
agency also manages the state’s pipeline, railroad, and 
intrastate bus and trucking safety programs.
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’89
E. Patrick “Pat” Ellisen 
joined Orrick, Herrington 
& Sutcliffe as a partner in 
its intellectual property 
practice, resident in the 
firm’s Silicon Valley 
office. Pat focuses his 
Taiwan and domestic 
company practice on 
intellectual property 
protection, counseling, 
and enforcement in 
patent, trademark, 
copyright, and trade 
secret matters. He 
has broad experience 
handling various types 
of IP disputes, including 
patent infringement 
actions in the U.S. 
District Courts and before 
the U.S. International 
Trade Commission. 
Named an IP Star by 
Managing Intellectual 
Property (2013-2014), 
Pat is a frequent lecturer 
and active member 
of the American Bar 
Association and the 
Santa Clara County 
Bar Association. / The 
American Bankruptcy 
Institute recently 
published the fifth edition 
of Bankruptcy in Practice, 
co-authored by George 
W. Kuney and Michael 
Bernstein of Arnold & 
Porter. George wrote: 
“This 550-page desk 
book presents chapter 
11 practice in a clear 
and concise manner 
for those unfamiliar 
with the terrain and 
covers authorities and 
developments that have 
arisen in the wake of the 
Great Recession.”
’87
EJ Flynn wrote: “I’ve 
traveled in the past year 
to Kenya, Algeria, and 
Tunisia in connection 
with my work as senior 
human rights adviser 




There are some glimmers 
of hope but so much left 
to be done.” / Vernon 
Winters wrote: “I achieved 
a complete defense win 
in the trial court in 
the Western District of 
Pennsylvania against 
Intellectual Ventures 
in one of its first patent 
infringement lawsuits 
against the insurance 
industry. My first time 
in that courthouse, 
which is absolutely 




Martin Carcieri is professor 
of political science at 
San Francisco State 
University. His book, 
Applying Rawls in the 
Twenty-First Century: 
Race, Gender, the Drug 
War, and the Right to Die, 
was published in 2015 by 
Palgrave Macmillan. 
/ Harry Simon wrote: 
“I am an assistant 
federal defender in the 
Capital Habeas Unit in 
Sacramento. I have been 
George W. Kuney ‘89
Pioneering Litigator
Emilio Gonzalez ’88, a partner in the employment 
eervices group at Davis Wright Tremaine in Los 
Angeles, has been named to the 2016 National Law 
Journal list of “Litigation Trailblazers.” 
Gonzalez’s clients include international technology 
and software companies, banks and investment 
firms, media companies, hospitals, medical groups, 
manufacturing companies, telecommunication 
companies, and restaurants. He has won jury verdicts in 
state and federal courts in cases dealing with civil rights, 
discrimination, harassment, retaliation, and wrongful 
discharge claims. He also represents employers in wage 
and hour disputes, and has prosecuted and defended 
trade secret and unfair competition actions dealing with 
data breaches, employee raiding, and misappropriation 
of business records. 
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doing this work since 
1996, first in Los Angeles 
and for the past 10 years in 
Sacramento. I was counsel 
for petitioner in In Re 
Hawthorne, 25 Cal. 4th 40 
(2005), which established 
the standards and 
procedures used to resolve 
claims of intellectual 
disability made by 
condemned inmates 
in California. In the 
past three years, I have 
obtained grants of relief 
from death sentences for 
two inmates, Douglas 
Stankewitz and Clarence 
Ray.”
’85
Eli Glovinsky has been 
in private practice as a 
partner with Venture 
Counsel Group for the 
past three years after 
taking a year off to travel 
the world. He specializes 
in health care regulatory 
and transactional work. 
He is also an active 
investor in and mentor to 
several startups and is a 
member of several boards 
of directors and advisory 
boards. He is thrilled to 
be a new grandfather 
as of May 12, 2015. / Jeff 
Makoff is co-chair of 
the California State Bar 
State Business Litigation 
Committee, a standing 
committee of the Business 
Law Section, for the 2015-
2016 term.
’84
Donald Kudler has been 
representing victims of 
personal injury accidents 
in Las Vegas since 1993. 
He was recently certified 
as a specialist in civil 
trial law by the National 
Board of Trial Advocacy, 
which is recognized by 
the State Bar of Nevada 
to certify its members 
as specialists. / The Law 
Office of Daniel H. Rose in 
San Francisco specializes 
in the representation of 
injured bicyclists and 
motorcyclists.
’82
Michael McNamara was 
recently inducted as a 
fellow of the American 
College of Trial Lawyers. / 
Jerry Peters retired from 
his health care practice 
at Latham & Watkins on 
Dec. 31, 2015. In 2016, 
he will become general 
counsel for CalINDEX, 
a nonprofit tech startup 
Daniel H. Rose ‘84
In Memoriam 
Alumni
Former Concord City Attorney Mark Coon ’86 died 
on Oct. 6, 2015. Coon was hired in 2002 as Concord 
deputy city attorney before being promoted to city 
attorney in 2012. Previously, he worked at Carroll 
Burdick & McDonough and Archer McComas & 
Lageson in Walnut Creek.
Kirk Del Prete ’84 died on Aug. 30, 2015. Del Prete 
was a member of the Hastings Law Journal and 
Thurston Honor Society, and married Rachelle 
Chong ’84. For 11 years, he worked as the vice 
president of operations of Whalen & Company, 
helping lead projects to build wireless personal 
communications systems across North America. 
Recently, he was general counsel for the California 
Broadband Cooperative project. 
Real estate giant and philanthropist Douglas 
Shorenstein ’79 passed away on Nov. 24, 2015, 
after battling cancer. A past chairman of the board 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, he 
became the chairman and chief executive officer 
of his family’s business, Shorenstein Properties, 
in 1995. Shorenstein was a board member on the 
Environmental Defense Fund and a member of the 
executive council at UCSF Medical Center. He also 
served on the advisory board for the Shorenstein 
Center on Media, Politics and Public Policy at 
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government.
Andrea J. Grefe ’78 died on Feb. 15, 2016 after 
an 18-month battle with pancreatic cancer. 
Grefe represented major entertainment industry 
companies and personalities for over 30 years. She  
was elected to the board of trustees and served as 
president of the L.A. Copyright Society. 
Michael Kennedy ’62, a civil rights defender who 
worked on many high-profile cases, died on Jan. 
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company that operates 
a health information 
exchange. His son is a 
journalism major at the 
University of Missouri. 
Jerry has remained 
close friends with Mike 
Spalding, and over the 
years has met many UC 
Hastings graduates at 
Latham and other firms. / 
Debra (Edison) Silber was 
elected to a seat on the 
New York State Supreme 
Court in Brooklyn, New 
York, in November after 
serving as a designated 
acting Supreme Court 
justice for many years. 
The Supreme Court is 
the general jurisdiction 
trial court in New York, 
equivalent to the Superior 
Court in California.
’81
Debra Bogaards wrote: 
“My daughter, Danielle 
Bogaards, graduates from 
UC Hastings in 2016! So, 
we will become a family 
of three lawyers, out of 
the four of us. Pieter and 
I celebrated our 32nd 
wedding anniversary in 
De Rijp, the 17th-century 
town just outside of 
Amsterdam, with 55 
friends and relatives 
last spring. / Ronald 
W. Novotny is serving 
as an arbitrator on the 
American Arbitration 
Association’s employment 
law panel while 
maintaining his practice 
as a management-side 
labor and employment 
attorney with Atkinson, 
Andelson, Loya, Ruud 
and Romo in Cerritos. / 
Mike Schoenfeld wrote: 
“Being a grandparent is 
not overrated. I have been 
honored as construction 
lawyer of the year 
and Super Lawyers 
recognition for a decade. 
If anyone needs a site for a 
depo, please reach out.”
’80
Kathleen Bales-Lange has 
been reappointed as the 
Tulare County counsel 
for her sixth term. She 
has been with the office 
since 1981. She is now the 
senior county counsel in 
the San Joaquin Valley 
and the second-most 
senior county counsel 
in California. Kathleen 
lives in Visalia with her 
husband of 37 years, 
George Lange, who 
recently retired as an 
educator. They enjoy their 
three grandchildren.
/ Bob Hodges wrote: “I 
am still defending and 
representing medical 
professional clients in 
litigation and in front 
of medical and nursing 
boards. After 35-plus 
years of this, one might 
think it would get old, 
but it never does! The 
answer: great wife, great 
kids, and granddaughter, 
and great partners!” / 
Matt Pavone was recently 
engaged to represent one 
of the three Santa Clara 
County correctional 
deputies charged with 
causing the death of an 
inmate being held at the 
jail. The high-profile case 
has been the subject of 
intense media coverage. / 
On Nov. 8, 2015, Bruce L. 
Simon ended his 12-year 
term as a member of the 
UC Hastings board of 
directors. He is also the 
past chair of the board.
/ Founding partner 
Thomas J. Umberg has 
retired from the U.S. 
Army Reserve after 
earning a Bronze Star 
for his last deployment 
to Afghanistan. Thomas 
continues to serve as 
co-chair of the U.S. State 
The Joke’s on Us
Malcolm Kushner ’80 wrote: “My new book, Comebacks 
for Lawyer Jokes: The Restatement of Retorts” came 
out in September. It has the world’s first jokes that 
make lawyers look good! (And the jokes were vetted 
by UC Hastings Professor Marsha Cohen.) See it on 
Amazon.” He is also the author of The Light Touch: How 
to Use Humor for Business Success, Public Speaking for 
Dummies, and The Offical Book of Mob Humor. 
Matt Pavone ‘80
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for Justice Reform in 
Afghanistan. The Los 
Angeles Daily Journal 
recently profiled newly 
formed Umberg/Zipser. 
’79
Adam Kent wrote: “I was 
the only person ever to 
serve two consecutive 
terms (more accurately, 
1 5/6 terms) as president 
of the San Mateo County 
Bar Association (2006-
2007) and received the 
2010 William Nagle, Jr. 
Award. I am once again 
a sole practitioner and 
am looking forward to 
retirement.” / Madeleine 
Jen Kin wrote: “I have 
spent my career working 
in the field of human 
resources and as a 
government civil servant. 
After retiring from Los 
Angeles County, I did a 
brief stint working for 
another county entity 
in the North Bay Area. 
That was enough to 
convince me to begin 
a much-delayed career 
working as a union 
advocate. I am a senior 
business agent for Public 
Employees Union, Local 
1, in the East Bay Area. 
I represent over 1,400 
classified workers. 
When some of my peers 
are contemplating 
their richly deserved 
retirements, I am starting 




Marc Garfinkle wrote: “My 
apprenticeship over, I now 
represent only colleagues 
regarding bar admission, 
legal ethics, judicial 
misconduct, and attorney 
discipline. I write a 
monthly ethics column 
for the New Jersey Law 
Journal. I continue 
as public defender in 
Livingston, New Jersey, 
and teach Persuasion and 
Advocacy at Seton Hall 
Law.” / Best Lawyers in 
America selected Jennifer 
Keller as a Best Lawyer 
for commercial litigation, 
white-collar criminal 
defense, and non-white-
collar criminal defense. 
Jennifer, a nationally 
recognized attorney with 
the Irvine law firm of 
Keller Rackauckas, has 
tried over 150 cases to 
jury verdict, ranging from 
complex civil matters, 
Thomas J. Umberg ‘80
25, 2016. Among Kennedy’s  clients were Black 
Panther Huey Newton, LSD pioneer Timothy 
Leary, Bernadine Dohrn, the Weathermen, and 
pornographers Jim and Artie Mitchell. He later 
moved to New York, serving as counsel for High 
Times publisher Tom Forcade, and representing 
such diverse clients as mafia boss Gaetano 
Badalamenti and Ivana Trump.
James Browning Jr. ’59 passed away on Jan. 12, 
2016. The U.S. attorney for Northern California 
in 1970, Browning led the successful case 
against newspaper heiress Patty Hearst, one of 
the most sensational trials in U.S. history. He 
later served as a municipal court judge in San 
Mateo County, and in 1990, he was appointed as 
a Superior Court judge, a position he remained 
in until his retirement a decade later.
Louis S. Katz ’54 passed away on Dec. 2, 
2015. In 1956, Katz formed legal teams for the 
ACLU and the NAACP in San Diego. In 1973, 
he founded California Attorneys for Criminal 
Justice (CACJ). He served as president of CACJ 
in 1976 and received the organization’s lifetime 
achievement award in 2010. In 1978, he was 
appointed the first director of the San Diego 
Office of Defender Services.
faculty
Calvin Randolph Massey died peacefully at 
home on Sept. 23, 2015, after a long battle with 
cancer. He received his MBA from Harvard 
in 1971 and a JD from Columbia University in 
1974. Following a dozen years of practice in San 
Francisco, he joined the UC Hastings faculty in 
1987 and was professor of law there from 1992 
to 2012, teaching constitutional law, property, 
and wills and trusts. He wrote casebooks on 
constitutional law and property and authored 
more than 50 articles. 
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including business and 
intellectual property 
cases, to white collar 
to murder. She has 
received many awards 
for excellence as a trial 
lawyer and is listed 
annually in The Best 
Lawyers in America. 
/ Judge Stephen Pulido 
wrote: “After five years 
as the presiding judge 
of Family Law, I now 
preside over a Civil Direct 
Calendar in Alameda 
County. Will be moving 
from Hayward to Oakland 
next year. Now the proud 
grandfather of 3-year-old 
twins, a boy and a girl!”
’77
U.S. Administrative 
Law Judge Christopher 
R. Inama transferred 
from the San Jose office 
of the Social Security 
Administration’s Office 
of Disability Adjudication 
and Review (ODAR) to the 
Boise, Idaho, ODAR office. 
’76
Fred Hopkins wrote: “I 
am still practicing law 
full time in Seattle. I do 
traffic ticket law day in 
and day out! I also teach 
a college course called 
Schlock Cinema (worst 
movies ever made) and 
have a syndicated TV 
show—Prof Fred’s Movie 
Marvels. Life is grand!”
/ Christine Whitney is 
an AV-rated attorney 
who is certified by the 
Florida Bar as a specialist 
in health law. The year 
2016 marks the 23rd 
anniversary of the 
formation of her firm, 
Christine C. Whitney, 
P.A., in Jacksonville, 
Florida. She is the former 
director of legal affairs at 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Florida. / Ernie Wish 
is the president, general 
counsel, and responsible 
broker for Wish 
Sotheby’s International 
Realty in Los Angeles. 
Previously, Ernie was a 
litigator for over three 
decades specializing in 
real estate, sports, and 
entertainment. Ernie is 
married to Fran Wiviott 
Wish. They have five 
children and three 
grandchildren.
’75
Senior Municipal Judge 
Larry Sage (ret.) has 10 
thousands of arrest and 
search warrants, served 
as judge pro tempore in 
four felony drug courts; 
imposed thousands 
of sentences (trial and 
pleas), and presided 
in hundreds of bench 
years in private civil 
trial practice, 10 years 
in criminal prosecution 
in two states, 12 years 
as presiding judge on 
the criminal trial court 
bench, 15 months as 
justice adviser to the 
Afghan attorney general 
and staff, and 15 months 
as rule of law mentor to 
the Afghan Ministry of 
Defense (MoD) and the 
MoD legal/judicial staff. 
His trial experience 
includes counsel in 55 
jury trials and 70 Nevada 
Supreme Court briefs/
oral arguments, resulting 
in 15 published opinions. 
As judge, he issued 
Up in the Air
Mark Meltzer ’75 wrote: “I’ve been combining two 
hobbies, ham radio and skydiving. Jumped with 
classmates Paula Peterson and John Haggarty while 
at UC Hastings. This photo, taken Oct. 17, 2015 , shows 
me talking to Japan from under parachute over Byron, 
California.”   
{ class notes }
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Christine Whitney ‘76 Larry Sage ‘75
trials. Larry received an 
ABA Judicial Division 
Outreach Fellowship 
and the Nevada Supreme 
Court’s Distinguished 
Jurist and Outstanding 
Jurist awards. His 
military career included 
tours of duty with 
infantry command, 
staff, and commandant 
assignments; receipt 
of the United States of 
America Legion of Merit 
Award; induction into the 
Army OCS Hall of Fame; 
and retirement as an 
infantry colonel, USAR.
’74
Upon nomination of the 
president of DRI—The 
Voice of the Defense Bar 
and approval of DRI’s 
executive committee, Jack 
“Skip” McCowan, partner 
at Gordon & Rees, has 
been appointed chair of 
DRI’s Center for Law and 
Public Policy. Through 
scholarship, legal 
expertise, and advocacy, 
the Center for Law and 
Public Policy provides 
the most effective voice 
for the defense bar and 
its clients in the national 
discussion of substantive 
law, constitutional issues, 
and the integrity of the 
civil justice system. 
’72
Edwin Zinman published 
chapters in three dental 
textbooks in 2015 
regarding legal aspects 
of dental implants, 
aesthetic dentistry, and 
endodontics.
’71
Joseph R. De Silva wrote: 
“I retired in 2006, after 
12 years as a deputy 
district attorney in San 
Joaquin County, and 22 
years in Kern County. I 
was a certified criminal 
specialist for nearly 
30 years, until I went 
inactive. Retirement 
is great!” / Paulette 
Janian and partner Jeff 
Shepard of the Selma, 
California, law firm of 
Shepard, Shepard, and 
Janian appeared in an 
interview on the MeTV 
Fresno program titled 
Connect with Me, Focus 
on Business. 
’70
John T. Nagel wrote: “I 
mostly retired to Carmel 
three-plus years ago, 
though still mediate in 
the Central Valley and a 
bit on the coast. Playing 
with my 2-year-old 
grandson now is a lot 
more fun than work.” 
/ Palmer Riedel wrote: 
“Susan and I retired last 
year and are enjoying it. 
We moved to Lincoln, 
California, to be close to 
the grandchildren. Spent 
most of the summer back 
in Cape Cod.”
’68
The Hon. Alfred Knoll 
recently retired from the 
California Unemployment 
Insurance Appeals Board. 
He regularly works as a 
volunteer with the UC 
Hastings Institute for 
Innovation Law’s Startup 
Legal Garage and has 
recently published Wiki 
Lexicon, a glossary of 
tech and geek jargon 
for use by UC Hastings 
students and the tech and 
biotech community. He 
is a member of the UC 
Hastings Legacy Society. 
/ Robert Wheatley wrote: 
“I became of counsel 
to the Wheatley, Sopp 
and Madsen law firm 
when I ‘retired’ in 
March 2012. I couldn’t 




no marketing, and no 
billing quotas! I work 
when I want to and only 
for clients I truly like. 
The work gets billed, 
and I get paid. What 
could be better? Bible 
studies, El Dorado County 
Teen Court mentoring, 
Sacramento County and 
State Bar fee dispute 
arbitrations, lots of 
travel, six grandkids, 
regular workouts, and 
high-performance 




wrote: “After 12 years of 
public legal work and 
28 years in the private 
sector, I’m happily 
retired and enjoying 
occasional volunteering 
and trying to keep up 
with my daughters 
and granddaughters. A 
night and weekend job 
with United Airlines 
to support my family 
made it possible for me to 
graduate debt-free, and 
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Joseph R. De Silva ‘71
Paulette Janian ‘71
the skills I received from 
UC Hastings’ education 
were exceptional.”
’66
Guy O. Kornblum, a 
partner in the San 
Francisco office of 
Kornblum, Cochran, 
Erickson & Harbison, 
has been recertified in 
civil trial advocacy by 
the National Board of 
Trial Advocacy, which is 
required every five years. 
’65
David Lyman moved to 
Bangkok in 1967 to join 
his parents’ law firm, 
Tilleke & Gibbins, now 
Thailand’s oldest and 
largest independent 
law firm with offices 
in seven cities in six 
Southeast Asian nations. 
David leads Tilleke & 
Gibbins as its chairman 
and chief values officer. 
He is also the author of 
several books, including 
Yesteryear—Bangkok in 
1956: What Life Was Like 
When AMCHAM Thailand 
Was Born and Lyman’s 
Laws for Lawyers (and 
Everybody Else, Too), the 
foreword for Americans in 
Thailand, plus numerous 
papers and articles. 
He is the publisher of 
several books on his 
firm’s history and textile 
collection. A former 
submarine officer in the 
U.S. Navy, David has held 
key positions at the World 
Economic Forum’s annual 
meeting in Davos for 18 
years, in the International 




since 1996, and on the 
Advisory Council of the 
International Crisis Group 
from 2003 to 2013. He is 
the founder of the Thai 
Prime Minister’s Foreign 
Investment Advisory 
Council, now called the 
Joint Foreign Chambers 
of Commerce in Thailand. 
He and his wife, 
Thassaneeya, are active 
conservationists, and he 
is a board member of the 
Thai SPCA. He serves on 
the UC Hastings board 
of governors. / Jim Smith 
wrote: “Upon graduating 
I immediately moved to 
San Diego with my wife 
and two children and 
began work at Gray Cary 
Ames & Frye. That firm 
became Gray Cary Ware 
& Friedenrich and then 
Piper Rudnick Gray Cary 
and is now DLA Piper; I 
am now of counsel with 
the title retired partner. I 
have been vice president 
and president of the 
Alumni Association and 
served as a trustee of 
the 1066 Foundation, 
now known as the UC 
Hastings Foundation. 
My wife, Phyllis, and I 
still live in San Diego 
where our son, Gregory, 
daughter, Sandra, and 
four grandchildren also 
reside.
’62
Norse Blazzard wrote: 
“I’m totally retired 
and spend winters in 
Southwest Ranches, 
Florida, and summers in 
the mountains of North 
Carolina, near Asheville. 
I do not miss practicing 
law but sort of keep my 
hand in it by serving on 
corporate and charitable 
boards. I hardly ever get 
to California but have 
been following the lack 
of rain and feeling sad for 
the hardships that result.”
/ Parker Kelly lives with 
his wife in Whitefish, 
Montana, and is active in 
the Montana Innocence 
Project. / Eric Schneider 
wrote: “After teaching 
law for 20 years at the 
University of Baltimore 
Law School, where I 
served as associate dean 
and interim dean; one 
wonderful year as visiting 
professor at UC Hastings; 
seven years at SCU Law 
School, where I also ran 
the Istanbul summer 
program; and one year at 
USF Law School. I have 
retired from teaching 
and have been doing a 
lot of travel over the past 
year. I also just published 
the second edition of 
Introduction to Turkish 
Business Law (Kluwer 
2014).”
’61
Chester Morris retired on 
Jan. 1, 2016, after 53 years 
of practice.
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Speak with almost anyone who has been involved with the rebirth of the UC Hastings-
Contra Costa Alumni Association, 
and they bring up the practical 
opportunities it presents for gradu-
ates, including reacquainting with 
former classmates and networking 
with established professionals. 
Judge Richard Flier ’71, on the 
other hand, recalls a bar. Not the 
bar, mind you. A bar: the former 
Paul’s Place, several blocks from 
the Contra Costa Superior Court 
building in Martinez. Long before 
the term “networking” existed, 
Paul’s was the place to develop 
relationships with other attorneys—
colleagues and foes alike—in a 
nonconfrontational setting. Granted, 
Paul’s was not a four-star estab-
lishment, but it really wasn’t about 
drinking. The bar provided a com-
fortable meeting place for lawyers 
working in the courts. 
Sadly, Paul’s burned down 
years ago. That’s where the newly 
relaunched alumni chapter comes 
in. “This alumni association func-
tions much like Paul’s did,” Flier 
explained. “It puts people together 
in a comfortable social setting. As 
a bonus, we all attended the same 
law school, learned our craft from 
similarly iconic professors, and 
enjoyed the legacy of the first law 
reviving the school spirit
The newly revitalized UC Hastings-Contra Costa Alumni Association 
is showing a new way forward for alumni chapters
school in California. We can identify 
with each other, which reduces the 
barriers between attorneys.”
The UC Hastings-Contra Costa 
Alumni Association, has, indeed, 
provided a way for lawyers, officials, 
and businesspeople to make conver-
sation, connect with new people, 
and celebrate their alma mater. As 
one of the college’s most active local 
groups, the East Bay grads are in 
many ways forging a new model for 
alumni engagement.
The group originally existed 
for years as one of several chap-
ters of the UC Hastings Alumni 
Association, organized centrally 
through the law school. (UC 
Hastings also has had active 
chapters in Fresno, Bakersfield, Los 
Angeles, San Diego, and Hawaii, 
among others.) However, the 
Contra Costa group went dormant 
a decade ago, as UC Hastings 
Front row, from left: Pamela Levin ’76, Brian Thiessen ’67. Back row: Mercedes Moreno 
’80, David Pearson ’91, Shanti Michaels ’09, Judge Richard Flier ’71. 
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officials struggled to devote staff 
and resources to its many dispa-
rate groups.
That is, until Brian Thiessen 
’67—who had served previously as 
the president of the board of gov-
ernors of the UC Hastings Alumni 
Association and was named 
Alumnus of the Year in 2000—
recruited Pamela Levin ’76 to help 
him revitalize the East Bay chapter. 
“It all started with the idea of pro-
viding services for alumni in Contra 
Costa County, and deepening their 
connections to UC Hastings,” Levin 
explained.  
The two recruited a team of 
successful alumni, including Flier, 
former San Francisco District 
Attorney Mercedes Moreno ’80, and 
Andrew King ’07 of Archer Norris, 
and began to organize events. 
“We wanted to reinvigorate the 
group by appealing to as many 
folks as we could across sectors of 
the business and legal community,” 
King said. “That was the starting 
point. The exciting thing is we got 
in touch with alumni who gradu-
ated in the 1950s all the way up to 
people who graduated in 2014.”
The first reception attracted some 
70 graduates to Round Hill Country 
Club in Alamo and honored Contra 
Costa County Superior Court Judge 
Thomas Maddock ’77 as the 2014 
Alumnus of the Year. 
That was followed by MCLE 
events that included lectures 
from Professor Scott Dodson on 
the legacy of U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
and by Provost & Academic Dean 
Elizabeth L. Hillman on sexual 
assault in the U.S. military. The 
group organized the 2015 Alumnus 
of the Year dinner and reception 
honoring Flier, a former deputy 
district attorney in Contra Costa 
County who served 20 years on 
the Contra Costa Superior Court 
bench and now works as a media-
tor and arbitrator for ADR Services. 
Most recently, the group presented 
another MCLE program dealing 
with “competence” issues, led 
by the State Bar’s director of the 
Lawyer Assistance Program, 
Richard P. Carlton. 
Kevin Dowling, the UC Hastings 
director of development, said the 
Contra Costa group has been a 
success in multiple ways. It has 
organized gatherings, reconnected 
with previously inactive alumni, 
and reinvigorated the alumni 
community in the East Bay. The 
development office provides the 
club’s steering committee with 
contact information for graduates 
living and working in the county 
and also staffs some events, but 
the volunteer alumni put in the real 
elbow grease—thus taking a huge 
burden off the college. “It’s always 
better for alumni to make the calls 
themselves, saying, ‘I’d love to see 
you again,’ ” he said. 
Dowling said the other unique 
aspect of the Contra Costa group 
is the range of ages represented at 
its functions—a point of pride for 
Judge Flier and others.
“The law has become stressful 
and isolating,” he said. “The way 
to keep your humanity is to realize 
that other people are having similar 
experiences. Many of our members 
are sole practitioners or young law-
yers. It helps them to have contact 
with seasoned attorneys. And the 
interaction with younger attorneys 
allows experienced practitioners to 
understand the different perspec-
tive of these newer lawyers. The 
institution of Paul’s lives on!”
The group plans to continue its 
quarterly meetups in 2016—again 
mixing educational events with 
networking ones. The members are 
also working on developing a schol-
arship for deserving UC Hastings 
students. “We’re open to anything,” 
Thiessen said. “The one constant 
in our legal community is change.”
“ We wanted to reinvigorate the group by  
appealing to as many folks as we could across 
sectors of the business and legal community.” 
 —ANdrew KING ’07
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Honoring a Social Justice trailblazer
A new fund to expAnd Access to the legAl system is nAmed After professor emeritus Joseph grodin 
in november, uc hastings proudly strengthened its 
long-standing commitment to promoting social justice 
with the establishment of the grodin Justice fund. the 
fund is named for Justice Joseph grodin, the beloved uc 
hastings law professor, labor lawyer, and judge for both 
the california court of Appeal and the california supreme 
court, and his wife, Janet.
grodin, whose distinguished career included his writing 
or joining more than 200 influential opinions on cases often 
related to labor practices, began his association with uc 
hastings in the 1950s, when he co-taught a labor law course 
with california supreme court Justice matthew tobriner. 
in 1975, grodin served on the state Agricultural labor 
relations Board and was later appointed to the first 
Appellate district of the state court of Appeal. he then 
served on the state supreme court from 1983 to 1986, 
before returning to uc hastings. now an emeritus pro-
fessor, grodin, 85, still co-teaches one constitutional law 
seminar a year with Judge marsha Berzon, who serves on 
the ninth circuit court of Appeals. 
the Justice fund grew out of grodin’s wish to hold a 
conference on ways to increase access to the judicial sys-
tem for people in need. his longtime colleague professor 
emeritus mark Aaronson proposed holding a tribute to 
grodin in conjunction with the conference. grodin agreed, 
provided the event could raise money for a good cause, 
hence launching the fund. one of the fund’s objectives is 
to help expand access to the legal system for low-income 
workers via technology at the workers’ rights clinic, a joint 
project of uc hastings and the san francisco legal Aid 
society’s employment law center.
the november tribute drew approximately 200 people, 
who were treated to a short film produced by peabody 
Award-winning filmmaker Abby Ginzberg ‘75 on grodin 
and his lifelong commitment to social justice. 
According to Aaronson, such a tribute was long overdue. 
“Joe has fought his entire career to make justice more 
accessible to the poor and displaced,” Aaronson said. 
the new fund is vital, grodin said, because “we have all 
these wonderful laws to protect workers against discrimi-
nation, guarantee them minimum hours and overtime pay, 
and improve safety,” he said. “But laws don’t mean very 
much unless we ensure that they are enforced, which may 
require a lawyer, and in our society that usually means a lot 
of money.” grodin added that expanding access requires a 
multipronged strategy, of which this is just one part. 
“
Laws don’t mean 
very much unless we 
ensure that they are 
enforced, which may 
require a lawyer, and 
in our society that 
usually means a lot of 
money.”—Joseph grodin
“
Being a plaintiff’s lawyer has afforded me the opportunity to make a  
difference in family after family, individual after individual.” 
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Creating Opportunities 
for Future Advocates 
TrIAl ATTorNeyS RogeR dReyeR ’80 ANd 
CaRol dReyeR ’79 GeNeroUSly Help 
STUdeNTS ACqUIre eSSeNTIAl AdvoCACy 
SkIllS
 
roger dreyer ’80 believes a trial attorney is the 
ultimate advocate. A good trial lawyer, he said, 
can change the world for the better by holding 
the powerful accountable. 
That’s why he and his wife, fellow trial 
attorney Carol Wieckowski dreyer ’79, are 
helping pave the way for the next generation 
to matriculate from UC Hastings.
The couple have long been supporters of 
the UC Hastings trial advocacy program, which 
gives students the chance to experience the 
rigors and intensity of the courtroom. They 
started the roger and Carol dreyer Trial 
Advocacy Scholarship Fund in 2004, after the 
American Board of Trial Advocates named 
roger dreyer its Trial lawyer of the year for 
California. The award came with the opportu-
nity to direct a $10,000 gift, and the dreyers 
elected to put it toward a $100,000 permanent 
endowment for the scholarship program.
recently, the pair added another $50,000 to 
the fund, which helped purchase supplies for 
the Trial Team and increased the size of the 
annual scholarships it provides for two of the 
team’s students. “The kids who come through 
this program are learning a skill set that many 
schools do not offer,” dreyer said.
dreyer knows of what he speaks. Among his 
150-plus jury trials are some of the largest mon-
etary awards in the country for families who 
have lost loved ones, or suffered injuries due 
to faulty products or the negligence of others. “Being a plaintiff’s 
lawyer has afforded me the opportunity to make a difference in 
family after family, individual after individual,” said dreyer.
He has consistently been recognized as one of the best trial 
lawyers in the country. He’s been named as one of the top 100 
Northern California lawyers by Super Lawyers; been identified as 
in the Top Ten in Northern California on at least four occasions 
since 2009; been named lawyer of the year for personal injury 
litigation by Best lawyers three times; and been awarded Trial 
lawyer of the year by the Consumer Attorneys of California as 
well as by the American Board of Trial Advocates. 
dreyer credits UC Hastings with helping him carve his success-
ful path in the legal world. For one thing, it helped him earn his 
first job with the Sacramento district Attorney’s office, which 
eventually got him into the courtroom, where he longed to be. 
“UC Hastings gave me innumerable opportunities,” dreyer said.
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“
We want to engage alumni in  
thoughtful and meaningful 
ways to help them reconnect or 




Eric DumblEton joins uc Hastings as 
its first cHiEf DEvElopmEnt officEr 
long before he began leading uc Hastings’ fundraising 
and philanthropic endeavors, Eric Dumbleton landed 
his first major donation. from his folks.
Dumbleton, who now helms uc Hastings’ develop-
ment operation, was once a star soccer player at the 
college of William and mary in virginia. after graduating, 
he played for a year with the richmond Kickers of the 
u.s. interregional soccer league. but he wasn’t exactly 
living the high life. “they paid for our rent and gave us 
enough money to buy beer,” Dumbleton, 45, said with a 
laugh. “mostly, my parents subsidized my career.”
He has since traded his life on the pitch for a life of 
making the pitch to prospective donors. He serves as 
uc Hastings’ principal fundraiser—a position that has 
become especially important given the decreased 
levels of state funding for higher education.
one of his first tasks is to complete the school’s $50 
million investing in opportunity campaign, which is now 
in its public phase. Dumbleton and campaign chair Leo 
Martinez ‘78 are also leading the effort to raise up to 
$10 million to supplement  the $36.8 million appropria-
tion from the state of california for the construction of a 
new building at 333 golden gate ave.
“now, more than ever, philanthropy can truly transform 
the future of uc Hastings,” Dumbleton said. “i see myself 
as a matchmaker of sorts: to thoughtfully engage our 
alumni and friends to help them reconnect or strengthen 
their existing connection to the college in ways that are 
of personal meaning and significance.” 
Dumbleton joined uc Hastings having already grown 
development programs for several local institutions, 
including the university of san francisco, the st. 
anthony’s foundation, and santa clara university.
“Eric gets what is needed to make uc Hastings thrive 
in the future,” said Sandra Thompson ’01, chair of 
the uc Hastings board of directors’ advancement & 
communications subcommittee. “He is focused on the 
right things.”
as for his soccer-playing prowess, Dumbleton said he’s 
all ears if any member of the uc Hastings soccer club 
needs a super-sub. “although,” he pointed out, “at my 
age, i’m not sure if i qualify as a ringer anymore.”
{ advancement }
UC HASTINGS   71
the Uc Hastings challenge 
brings together diverse groups 
of alumni who collaborate by 
making gifts or pledges that 
support the law school and 
its students. any law firm, 
corporate, or public sector law 
department with five or more Uc 
Hastings graduates is eligible to 
participate. teams get special 
recognition when the percentage 
of alumni who donate reaches 
platinum (100 percent), gold (75 
percent), or silver 50 percent. 
the law school expresses special 
gratitude to the 2015 challenge 
co-chairs, Alyce Rubinfeld Fox 
’82 and Philip Matthews ’77.
LAW FIRMS AND TEAM 
CAPTAINS
PLatInUm
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble 
Mallory & Natsis
-  Sandi Nichols ’81
-  Mark Seifert ’01
Coblentz Patch Duffy &
Bass
-  Aaron Foxworthy ’02
Duane Morris
-  Philip Matthews ’77
Farella Braun + Martel
-  Kelly Matayoshi ’12
-  Kelly Woodruff ’92
GCA Law Partners
-  John Hollingsworth ’83
Keker & Van Nest
-  Simona Agnolucci ’06
GOLd
Bartko Zanko Bunzel &
Miller
-  Charles Towle ’89
SILveR
Cisco
-  Thomas Kintner ’83
Goldfarb Lipman
-  Robert Mills ’91
Gordon & Rees
-  Michael Lucey ’81
-  Jack McCowan ’74
K&L Gates
-  Tyler Cesar ’12
-  Peter Soskin ’11
Pachulski Stang Ziehl &
Jones
-  John Fiero ’88
Snell & Wilmer
-  Bill O’Hare ’78
UC HASTINGS THANKS THE 
FOLLOWING ALUMNI WHO 
GAVE $500 OR MORE 
-  Anonymous ’91, Cooley
-  Simona Agnolucci ’06, Keker &  
Van Nest
-  Deborah Ballati ’75, Farella Braun 
+ Martel
-  Elias Batchelder ’06, California  
Public Defender’s Office
-  David Bertenthal ’93, Pachulski  
Stang Ziehl & Jones
-  Douglas Bria ’03, Littler  
Mendelson
-  Susan S. Briggs ’67, Morgan Lewis
-  Todd Brody ’96, Coblentz Patch 
Duffy & Bass
-  Robert Bunzel ’81, Bartko Zankel 
Bunzel & Miller
-  David Buoncristiani ’71, Jones Day
-  Peter Burns ’00, Cooley
-  Alyson Cabrera ’02, Gordon & 
Rees
-  Joan Cassman ’77, Hanson 
Bridgett
-  David Chang ’14, Reed Smith
-  Somnath Chatterjee ’94, Morrison 
& Foerster
-  Jack Chen ’03, Microsoft 
Corporation
-  Brian Coleman ’98, Perkins Coie
-  Dion Cominos ’88, Gordon & Rees
-  Dennis Cusack ’86, Farella Braun 
+ Martel
-  Mark Danis ’89, Morrison & 
Foerster
-  Phillip Davis ’83, Sheppard Mullin 
Richter & Hampton
-  Eric DeJong ’90, Perkins Coie
-  Matthew Donovan ’93, Snell & 
Wilmer
-  Peter Engstrom ’85, Baker & 
McKenzie
-  Hector Espinosa ’02, K&L Gates
-  John Fiero ’88, Pachulski Stang 
Ziehl & Jones
-  L. Richard Fischer ’70, Morrison & 
Foerster
-  Wainwright Fishburn Jr. ’81, 
Cooley
-  Leigh Flesher ’84, Morgan Lewis
-  Joseph Floren ’93, Morgan Lewis
-  Aaron Foxworthy ’02, Coblentz 
Patch Duffy & Bass
-  Richard Geddes ’74, Sedgwick
-  Thomas Gede ’81, Morgan Lewis
-  Shawn Hansen ’98, Nixon 
Peabody
-  Susan J. Harriman ’83, Keker & 
Van Nest
-  John Heisse II ‘80, Pillsbury 
Winthrop Shaw Pittman
-  Gerry Hinkley ’75, Pillsbury 
Winthrop Shaw Pittman
-  Heather Irwin ’99, Gordon & Rees
-  Brian Jazaeri ’02, Morgan Lewis
-  Jeff and Molly Kaban ’04, Cooley
-  Molly Kaban ’04, Hanson Bridgett
-  Willliam Keane ’86, Farella Braun 
+ Martel
-  Mohammad Keshavarzi ’02, 
Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
Hampton
-  Linda Klamm ’76, Hanson Bridgett
-  Marilyn Klinger ’78, Sedgwick
-  Jay Knight ’71, Jackson Lewis
-  Jennifer Kuenster ’82 Nixon 
Peabody
-  Greg & Shelly Lanier ’88, Jones 
Day
-  Susan Lee ’89, California Attorney 
General’s Office
-  Jerome Levine ’65, Holland & 
Knight
-  Howard Lind ’78, Wendel Rosen 
Black & Dean
-  James Mahoney ’66, Pachulski 
Stang Ziehl & Jones
-  Bradley Marsh ’03, Greenberg 
Traurig
-  Kelly Matayoshi ’12, Farella Braun 
+ Martel
-  Philip Matthews ’77, Duane Morris
-  Tim McDonnell ’79, Allen Matkins 
Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis
-  Robert McFarlane ’94, Hanson 
Bridgett
-  Robert Mills ’91, Goldfarb & 
Lipman
-  William Newsom ’09, Cooley
-  Sandi and Paul Nichols ’81, Allen 
Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & 
Natsis
-  George Niespolo ’76, Duane 
Morris
-  Deborah O’Connor ’91, Sedgwick
-  Sean O’Connor ’91, Sheppard 
Mullin Richter & Hampton
-  Carla Oakley ’87, Morgan Lewis
-  Robert & Shelley Pattison ’81, 
Jackson Lewis
-  Mark Petersen ’83, Farella Braun + 
Martel
-  Sandy Rappaport ’94, Hanson 
Bridgett
-  Catherine Rivlin ’84, California 
Attorney General’s Office
-  Paul Rosenlund ’79, Duane Morris
-  Cynthia Rowland ’88, Farella 
Braun + Martel
-  Alyce Rubinfeld Fox and James H. 
Fox ’82
-  Ed Sangster ’85, K&L Gates
-  Jerrold Schaefer ’66, Hanson 
Bridgett
-  Richard Seabolt ’75, Duane Morris
-  Mark Seifert ’01, Allen Matkins 
Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis
-  Glenn Snyder ’84, Pillsbury 
Winthrop Shaw Pittman
-  James Stang ’80, Pachulski Stang 
Ziehl & Jones
-  Michael Stein ’92, Snell & Wilmer
-  Judith Tang ’95, Wendel Rosen 
Black & Dean
-  Jonathan Theonugraha ’15, K&L 
Gates
-  Charles Towle ’89, Bartko Zankel 
Bunzel & Miller
-  Kenneth Van Vleck ’93, GCA Law 
Partners
-  Robert Webb ’10, Morrison & 
Foerster
-  Sonja Stenger Weissman ’91, Reed 
Smith
-  Wayne Wolff ’92, Sedgwick
-  Kelly Woodruff ’92, Farella Braun 
+ Martel
-  Erica Yen and Phuong Le ’08, Reed 
Smith
-  James Young ’69, Pillsbury 
Winthrop Shaw Pittman
-  Martin Zankel ’74, Bartko Zankel 
Bunzel & Miller
-  David Zaro ’86, Allen Matkins 
Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis
this donor listing includes 
gifts made in 2015. donors who 
make gifts between January 1, 
2016 and June 30, 2016 will be 
acknowledged in our 2015–2016 
donor Roll. Uc Hastings makes 
every effort to ensure the 
accuracy of our donor lists. 
Sometimes unintentional errors 
do occur. Please call the alumni 
center at 415.565.4615 or email 
alumni@uchastings.edu to report 
any errors or corrections. thank 
you for your generosity.
2015 Uc Hastings challenge
THe lAw SCHool IS GrATefUl To THe followING TeAmS, TeAm CApTAINS, 
ANd AlUmNI for THeIr GeNeroUS SUpporT
A Visionary Gambit
the first student-run lAw journAl of its kind,  
COMM/ENT helped lAunch the cAreers of countless 
entertAinment lAwyers
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J ordan Kerner ’76 was sitting across from Dean Marvin Anderson, trying to sell him 
on yet another audacious idea. It 
was 1975, and Kerner, at 25 years 
old, was full of the sort of confi-
dence that comes with youthful 
vigor and, perhaps, naïveté. Kerner 
was pitching the dean on an idea 
to create a specialized law jour-
nal on the communications and 
entertainment fields. Three years 
earlier, he’d come to Anderson with 
a different plan: to form a part-
nership with UC Berkeley to offer 
UC Hastings students—well, at 
least one student: himself—a joint 
MBA and JD. Dean Anderson just 
scratched his head and smiled. 
Kerner’s plan this time? “I wanted 
to create something that could 
last for many years and be of great 
service to fellow students inter-
ested in business practices,” Kerner 
says, from the offices of Kerner 
Entertainment, the Hollywood film 
and television production company 
behind 40-plus films including Less 
Than Zero, The Mighty Ducks, Fried 
Green Tomatoes, Charlotte’s Web, 
The Smurfs, and many others.
Kerner and an enterprising team 
of fellow students, including Lorin 
Brennan ’78 and John Maatta’78—
whether they knew it or not—had 
successfully forecast the media 
Jordan Kerner ’76, one of 
Comm/Ent’s originators.
{ then and now }
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“
I was trying to show the law school that there was 
a market for this idea—that this wouldn’t just be 
published to please a few of us, but that there were 
practitioners and scholars around the country with 
important things to say.” 
— jordan kerner ‘76 
explosion to come and wanted in 
on the entertainment law business. 
They proposed that UC Hastings 
become the first law school in the 
country to produce a dedicated, 
student-run journal focused solely 
on communications and entertain-
ment law.
It was a curious idea from the 
start: Although UC Hastings 
offered a couple of classes in the 
field—Professor Roscoe Barrow’s 
communications law seminar and 
Professor Neil Boorstyn’s copyright 
law course—the school wasn’t 
exactly a hub for showbiz types. 
“At the time, San Francisco was 
a banking and insurance city,” 
explained Maatta, the journal’s 
inaugural articles editor. “So this 
was a highly improbable entrepre-
neurial endeavor.”
Further, in the mid-1970s, with 
no cable, limited satellite TV, and 
the Internet still decades away, 
the field of media wasn’t nearly as 
ubiquitous as it is today. Plus, at 
the time, UC Hastings produced 
only one journal, the Hastings Law 
Journal. (Today, there are nine.) 
But the Comm/Ent team didn’t 
make its pitch lightly. It had already 
recruited faculty and adjunct 
professors from UC Hastings, UC 
Berkeley, and Stanford to contrib-
ute to and advise on the proposed 
journal. Kerner had already roped in 
some powerful allies, too.
“I remember going to Richard 
Wiley, the chairman of the FCC 
whom I had clerked for in 1974, and 
to Robert Wood, president of the 
CBS network,” Kerner said. “I was 
trying to show the law school that 
there was a market for this idea—
that this wouldn’t just be published 
to please a few of us, but that there 
were practitioners and scholars 
around the country with important 
things to say. This was an area of 
high growth, and I saw it.”
Anderson gave the team his 
blessing. They were given a dilapi-
dated office, in a former hotel across 
the street from the main campus 
building, to set up shop. Their word 
processor was an old IBM Selectric 
typewriter that they managed to 
borrow. Thus, the UC Hastings 
Communications and Entertainment 
Law Journal, known as Comm/
Ent, was born. And nearly 40 years 
later, it remains one of the nation’s 
premier legal journals, as well as 
a base from which many students 
have launched careers in entertain-
ment and media.
LAUNCHING PAD
Consider, for instance, the tre-
mendous successes of Comm/
Ent’s inaugural staff: Kerner, 
who graduated before the first 
issue was printed but wrote the 
introductory remarks, has gone 
on to become one of the most 
powerful Hollywood film pro-
ducers—together, his films have 
grossed over $1 billion.
Brennan, Comm/Ent’s first editor 
in chief, worked at Lorimar and 
Carolco, and became vice chair, 
secretary, of the Independent Film 
and TV Alliance, a trade group 
for producers and distributors. He 
authored the industry-standard 
model agreements for international 
motion picture licensing and a 
two-volume treatise on intellectual 
property licensing law. 
Maatta, who worked with 
Brennan at Lorimar, went on to 
become the first employee of 
the WB network and eventually 
became executive vice president of 
The premiere issue of Comm/Ent 
was published in the fall of 1977.
{ then and now }
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the CW network.
Mark Halloran ’78 and Harris 
Tulchin ’78, two other initial edi-
tors, worked together for a time at 
Filmways Pictures before Halloran 
moved to Universal Pictures to run 
business affairs. Halloran even-
tually went into private practice, 
which he combines today with his 
book and screenwriting/producing 
career. Tulchin later worked with 
KCET Television, United Artists, 
and Cinema Group, in addition 
to representing actors and stu-
dios in his private practice. He 
has also produced several films 
and co-wrote, with Halloran, 
The Independent Film Producer’s 
Survival Guide. Another early 
contributor to the journal was 
Nancy Tellem ’78, who rose to 
become president of CBS Television 
and is now executive chairman 
of Interlude, an interactive video 
technology company.
Juliana Maio ’78 wrote for the 
debut issue of the journal on the 
legal implications of direct-broad-
cast satellite service. After 
graduating, she worked in private 
practice, became the youngest-ever 
vice president of Triumph Films, 
and co-founded an independent film 
and TV company called Lighthouse 
Pictures. In 2014, she published her 
first novel, City of the Sun. 
“We all loved it,” Maio said 
of Comm/Ent’s early days. “We 
thought it was something that was 
needed in the market, and indeed 
the journal really was a pioneer.”
“Could there have been better 
preparation than Comm/Ent for 
becoming a film producer?” Kerner 
mused. “Having to achieve the 
agreement of so many people with 
and artistic practices; and a public 
utilities law seminar and communi-
cations law survey course.
Halloran said it was that deep well 
of interest on campus that drew stu-
dents to the journal. “That was the 
glue that kept us together,” he said. 
“We all wanted to be entertainment 
lawyers, and Comm/Ent was a vehi-
cle for achieving that goal.”
FINDING THEIR VOICE
Before any of that, however, the 
group’s first order of business was 
to find material to print. 
Brennan and Maatta scoured the 
journals for experts on communica-
tions and entertainment, and asked 
every entertainment lawyer they 
knew to write an article.
The hunt for material underscored 
an important aspect of the nascent 
journal. Whereas some academic 
law journals examine relatively nar-
row fields of inquiry, entertainment 
and communications law deals 
with a wide range of subjects, 
including intellectual property, 
contracts, financing, taxation, and 
employment and international law.
“It’s not like constitutional law 
or First Amendment law,” Halloran 
said. “It’s defined by the media 
you work in. So you have to know 
all sorts of stuff. It’s like a hybrid 
of contract law, IP, labor law, 
corporate law—all these different 
components. You’re dealing with 
an industry, not an abstract legal 
concept.”
That made editing the articles a 
true test for the students. Brennan 
recalled receiving an article on the 
effect of the new copyright law on 
the music industry. “It was a little 
rough for me to do the editing,” he 
“
It is astonishing how 
many careers Comm/
Ent launched in movies 
and television. Almost 
all of us who were on 
the original editorial 
board still keep in 
touch because we 
work together in the 
business.” 
— Lorin Brennan ‘78
competing interests and having the 
audacity to think we could pull it 
off—those are two important quali-
ties for a film producer.”
Brennan added, “It is astonish-
ing how many careers Comm/Ent 
launched in movies and television. 
Almost all of us who were on the 
original editorial board still keep in 
touch because we work together in 
the business.”
In addition to spotting a grow-
ing field, the team seemed to have 
tapped into a zeitgeist on campus. 
Within a few years of Comm/Ent’s 
founding, UC Hastings began 
offering a wide curriculum of 
entertainment and communica-
tions law courses, including a dual 
MJ/JD degree program with the 
UC Berkeley Graduate School of 
Journalism; courses on copyrights, 
trademarks, and administrative law; 
seminars in broadcasting, cable TV, 
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said. “I sat in the law library and 
tried to figure out music law.”
Eventually, the Comm/Ent staff 
members had enough for a first 
issue—mostly written by UC 
Hastings adjuncts and lawyers the 
editors knew personally, plus notes 
written by the students themselves. 
Then, they started editing it. 
Brennan and Maatta holed up 
in the makeshift office during the 
summer of ’77 putting the journal 
together, and in the fall, the first 
issue arrived from the printer. It had 
a light blue cover—former editors 
remain proud of how handsome 
it was—and contained articles 
on the unfairness doctrine for the 
airwaves, shield laws, direct broad-
casting by satellite, and the effects 
of the 1976 tax law reform on own-
ership of pro sports franchises. 
The team sent announcements 
about the journal and copies of it 
to industry pros in Los Angeles 
as well as law schools all over 
the country. Suddenly, the staff 
started receiving manuscripts from 
professors and lawyers from far and 
wide, hoping to be published in the 
country’s first entertainment and 
communications law journal.
The journal’s popularity surged 
almost overnight. Brennan recalls 
speaking with students at UCLA, 
UC Davis, and UC San Diego, all of 
whom wanted to start their own 
entertainment law journals. “At one 
point, there was talk about making 
Comm/Ent a combined journal for 
the whole UC system,” he said. “Of 
course that never came to pass, but 
it shows there was a tremendous 
interest at that time in entertain-
ment law. I’d like to say we were 
prescient, but the truth was it was 
just something we wanted to do.”
IN GOOD HANDS
These days, the journal remains 
an important voice in entertain-
ment law. It receives up to 10 
submissions a day, mostly through 
the ExpressO online portal, 
said current Co-Editor Amanda 
Beckwith ’16. The journal generally 
includes three full-length arti-
cles—which can be up to 40 pages 
long—and three student-written 
notes, which are required to be 25 
pages and to include 125 footnotes.
“People assume the journal is 
all about sports and movies, but 
there’s a lot more to it,” Beckwith 
said. “Next issue, we’re going to 
have a big article about the death 
penalty and the right to information 
about what’s in the lethal injection. 
It’s a lot broader than people think.”
Co-Editor Dylan Jensen ’16 
agreed that the range of potentially 
relevant articles for Comm/Ent is 
nearly limitless. “You can get into 
a lot of different things,” he said. 
“Copyrights, data privacy, constitu-
tional First Amendment stuff—it’s 
a broad spectrum.”
While other schools have since 
started their own entertainment 
law journals, Comm/Ent still has 
an impressive reach: Halloran said 
that recently he came upon a copy 
in the Motion Picture Academy 
Library in Beverly Hills. What’s 
more, since so many of the for-
mer editors went on to work in 
Hollywood, many keep in contact. 
“It turned out to be the creation 
of something that’s endured for 
38 years,” Maatta said. “It’s still a 
bond between us.”
Indeed, Kerner recalled running 
into state Sen. Bob Hertzberg ’79 
recently at a meeting about plans 
to revitalize the L.A. River. “I didn’t 
remember Bob was a Comm/Ent 
editor,” Kerner said. “He was a 
couple of years younger than me. 
But we didn’t stop talking about it 
with big grins for hours.” 
Comm/Ent’s current co-editors, 
Amanda Beckwith ’16 and Dylan 
Jensen ’16, keep the journal’s 
dynamic spirit alive.
From left: Mica Williams ’17, Laurel 
Astor ’15, Professor Lisa Faigman, 
Isaac Jackson ’16, Jacob Erez ’17, 
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Professor Lisa Faigman, an expert 
in forensic evidence in criminal 
proceedings who plays piano and 
sings with the Legal Notes. The 
group has evolved with the influx 
of new student-musicians and 
now tends more toward pop and 
jazz arrangements. 
A recurring highlight of Legal 
Notes’ performances, which are 
typically staged in the Law Café 
the week before exams begin 
in the fall and spring, involves 
cameos by UC Hastings faculty. 
Professor George Bisharat, who 
teaches criminal procedure and 
practice and Islamic law, has 
been known to delight audiences 
with jazz and blues performances 
on his chromatic harmonica. 
In fact, “Big Harp George” 
(his stage name) was a 2015 
Blues Music Awards Best New 
Artist nominee for his album, 
Chromaticism. 
“It’s a great way for students 
and faculty to come together,” 
Miller said. “We even get alumni 
who come back for the shows.”
Professor Hadar Aviram, 
who teaches criminal justice, 
performed during the group’s 
inaugural concert and continues 
to do so. Adjunct moot court 
Professor Greg Wolff also takes 
the stage with the group. 
“It is such an honor and a 
privilege to be able to perform 
with each new iteration of Legal 
Notes,” Faigman said. “It’s won-
derful to interact with students 
completely outside the class-
room, making music in a relaxed 
setting, in which we support and 
encourage each other.”
Law students have a well- earned reputation as a busy bunch, what with 
their classes and readings, 
journals and bar reviews, and 
internships and externships. For 
many, adding one more commit-
ment to their packed schedules 
might represent the last straw.
Yet for those involved with UC 
Hastings’ Legal Notes, the stu-
dent-run music club that gives a 
performance at the end of each 
semester, the extra commitment 
seems to produce precisely the 
opposite effect.
“It helps me balance stress and 
homework,” said Isaac Jackson 
’16, the club’s co-president. 
Along with co-president and 
fellow Megan Miller ’16, Jackson 
is among the dozen or so vocal-
ists who make up the Legal 
Notes a cappella group. (Jackson 
arranged all the Legal Notes’ 
compositions for the 2015 shows.) 
In addition to the a cappella 
group, the Legal Notes includes a 
handful of students who prepare 
solo or small-group vocals and 
instrumental performances.   
The club was founded in 2008 
by Givi Tibaneli ’10, Eric Chase 
’10, and Kaiya Reeve ’11,  
classically trained musicians 
who staged a small concert of 
mostly chamber music, said 
pitcH perfect
The Legal Notes music club provides a 



























new academic building and student housing in partnership 
with ucsF will re-energize the campus community
snodgrass Hall, meanwhile, will be razed and replaced with 
new student housing. recently, uc Hastings and ucsf signed 
a letter of intent to collaborate on the new units. this would 
allow students from both schools to share the campus and its 
amenities; broaden their intellectual, professional, and social 
opportunities; and enjoy a true “graduate student village.”
the proposed housing will provide up to 770 units of 
student and trainee accommodations. Additionally, the law 
school plans to modernize 252 existing units in McAllister 
tower. these units will not only alleviate the student 
housing shortfall, but also help to establish a cohesive liv-
ing-and-learning campus environment. 
“to have these two pre-eminent institutions linked func-
tionally creates additional opportunities for academic 
partnerships,” notes chief financial officer david seward. the 
two schools already have a unique collaboration, the ucsf/uc 
Hastings consortium on Law, science, and Health Policy.
To learn how you can support the new initiatives, contact 
Chief Development Officer Eric Dumbleton at 415.565.4616 
or dumbletoneric@uchastings.edu.
uC Hastings is making great strides toward achieving 
some of its core objectives: to create a more cohesive 
campus, to provide students with state-of-the-art academic 
facilities, and to offer students affordable accommodations.
in the works are plans for a new academic building at 333 
golden gate Ave., a parcel owned by the law school that 
currently functions as recreational space and a demonstra-
tion garden. the new construction—which will optimize 
open spaces and be highly energy efficient—will replace the 
outdated snodgrass Hall, which has core building systems 
nearing their end of life. 
“the law school is looking to the future and wants to bring 
in the highest-quality students,” said shelley Whitaker of 
california’s department of general services, who is the 
building’s supervising project director. “uc Hastings wants 
to build user-friendly classrooms, have Wi-fi throughout, and 
deploy the most modern technology to support teaching,” 
she added. the project has received the support of gov. Jerry 
Brown, who has budgeted $36.8 million to fund the construc-
tion. the building is expected to be operational  by 2020.
Among the proposed features of the new building is a well-appointed 
roof deck, as seen in this computer-generated image. 
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 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986,  
 1991, 1996, 2001, 2006, and 2011
 will celebrate their reunions at the   
 Palace Hotel in san Francisco on 
 saturday, October 22.
Uc HAStINGS AlUmNI
HOmecOmING ANd  
reUNION weekeNd
